| Bh1ta end san Showeck

FADE IN

INt ;‘:I'__._C}._D?JRE‘Y._RQOM CORRIDOR - DAY

are assembled about




ML CLL b s )

| MY FAVORIZE WIFE" ' Y
ga  CLOSE SHOT ~ the Judge and the Clerk, whispering.
Wasn!t I supposed to marry
somebody?
- ' CLERX

Yes, Your Honor,

JUDGE
ﬁet’s get it over with,
{rattles papers)
This can walbt, -Locks like a
very complicated case to me
fhls Arden matter,

' CLERK
But, Your Honop ==

2% MED, CLOSE SHOT = The judge, Nicky and the clexlk,

,&5,{»— an /}/MU;

(W 4 .,,{?..ﬁ:

normat—voice )
_,_#u want to get marrieds?

o WICK
Yes, Your Ionors

Gob o bpride?

2c MED. LOBG SHOT,.

LA
S ‘BIANCA FH 45ﬂ@\

y

.:(rm&ﬂg { ﬁg}&ﬁm%é&é

Yes, Your .:Ionm*.

2d WO SHOT - Judga and lﬁ?icky.

\.?Wi‘one@ses? I{Jitsense‘? R;ing?

( CO \ITINUE’D )




24 (COPTINUED) . ' 2a
' HICK
Yes, Your Honor.,
JUDGE
“hen what are we waillting for? |
3 TED, CLOSE SHor,

CLERY
(vhlspering)
Ardon versus Arpden.

HiCR
If Your Honor pleage -~

The Clerk 1s stlll whilsypering to Judgsels ear tut oub
of this mumble~jumble Nick is wnt;oduoed and the Judge
ig Informed that Tickls ig the cuwrrent case cn the
docket,

a("“

JUGLLE
Just a moment,..
(then, as
whispering
conkinuses)
What? What?

He stares over at Nicky, locks at the papers before him,
continues to stare over a2t ficky. The look doesntt
phase Nick, he glances confidently back at the Judgse,

JUDGE {conbkld)
¥hat? Whots dead?

Clerk continues whilspering.



% (CONTINUED)

JUDCE (cont'd)
That's sad ..+ very sad +..

NICK
IT Your Honor pleasgse wws

JUDGE

{studying the

Papsrs )
Mr. Arden, as I understand it,
your wif'e, Ellen Vagstaflf Arden,
way a member of an antropological
gxpedition snlpwrecked off the
coagt of Indo-China.

NIl¥

Yas, Youyr Honor.

JUDGE
Yhat was she doling on an
gxpedition?
2 {laolts sk papsrs)

Hother of two Ilnfant childrent
e ( lo@_}{a_ up )
That correct?

4 CLOSE SHOT - Nlek.

NiICK

Yoa, Youyr Honor. I know I
shouldn't have let her ge.

(re-swallows

aa-re Locks

at-Bianca.

Thewy-hastily)
Youlll find the circumstances
zet forth in my brief, ¥our
Honor,.

TYTeE
(mumbling
over-pyhal )

The sald Zllen ¥Wagsbaflf Ardsn

g engaged as photographer

Y

a
far a pericd of three montiis we-



) S LI e il

NICK

Yes, we were both supposed to

go but, at the last moment, I
was involved in a cass, and I
couldn't leave. We talked it
over and finally decided sghe
ought Yo go anyway. 8he nesded
8 change, 3She'd had a hard tine
with ths children, Tsething.

5 FLASH - 3lancs watches, & 1little bored, She takes out
compacts
6 MED., CLOSE SHOT.,
JUDGE
Just the factsy#just the facts...
You're a lawye%,gﬁgtick to the
faots.z R
- NICK

They're in my brief, sir,

JUDGE
Well, let me read it, Don’t
keep interrupting!

NICK
Yes, Your Honora.

7 MED,. CLOSE SHOT - Blanca, as the Judge mumbles, has her
compact out, and is adjusting her lips. The light from
the window 1g reflected in the mirror and is projscted
directly Into the Judge's eyes,

8 MED. CLOSE SHOT,

JUDOE
(shislding hie
eye8, and not
aware of the
source of his
Alscomfort)
ingd whsn 4dld you =zay the ship
went down?t

{ CONT INUED)



8 {CONLLNULLI
NICK
September Srd, 1932 ... It'as
on page seven, I bellsvs.

JUDGE

{shielding his eyes)
That! rig.ht see Herae it 18 4.
Can't seee«. lust sesn sentering
ong of the 1ife boats, when a
WavVE ».. VEYY 880 +es vVery sadss.

(vlinks, lcoits

Up, roars;
Yo

=
i
2
!;‘i

Pardon?

JUDGE
You! Young woman, what do you
think you're doing? Put that
confoundsd mirror away. Do you
want to blind me?

BIANCA
{stiffly)
Iha very so0rr¥e

JUDGE

Qughnt ©o wagh your face Instead
of painting 1t ... There's such
a thing as contempt of court.

{growling}
Urmph +.. %here wng I?

{rattles the papers)
Where was 17

NICK
Page ssven ... tha shipwrsck.

JUDGE

Don't interrupt me.., Do you hoar?
Den't Interrupt me...

{stares st

the paper)
And what efforts 4ld you make
to trace the whereaboubs of your
wife, eh?

NICK
Page elght... I went to Benkok and
Intervieswed all available survivors...

(CONTINUED)



g {CONTINUED) | &

JUDGE &nd NICK
{simultaneously]
-~=- who agrsed that the sald
Bllen Wagstaff Arden hed heen
gwept overboard before aid
could resch her. Depositions
eppended,

JUDCE
quleti

HICK
Yes, sir, I'd like to explain...

The Judge again looks at the long, wordy, lagal document
before him, He thumbs 1t hestily, then decides he would
rether not go into it agaln,

«

JUDGE
Nothing to explain...
{indicatses
papers)
Testtmony is here, Eworn
affidavits, ¥o evidsence to
the contrarye ILaw is clear
(bangs gavel)
I hereby pronounce Ellen Wisgsbaflf
Arden 7ew"lly desdass Wesn't I
supposed to marry somebody?

NICK
Yes, alr. Us.

Bianca, meanwnile, has come up to taks Nick's arm,.

JUDGE

{astoundesd)
En?

{his eyes fasten

on Bianca; hils

eyes go to Nick)
My dear young nen, &re you
going to marry again?

KICK
Yes, sire.
JUDGE
Have you hed tims to think

sbout it?

’ : {CONTIXUED)



(COUT Ln i

Woll --

- yes,
{loocks at

NICK
sir.
Bianca)

BIaHCA
Your rHonor, Mr. Arden is over
bwenty-onea,

MICH
New, Dlancg ---

ST

Bianca 1is

7]

=ou doentt want more

think about iu?
ig a2 very sericus abep.
a very nlcs young man we
bursts

JUDGE {conttd)

-~«= and quite an able lawyer.
Your brief was very well

nrepared,
vou

BLLIE -

womnan?

Are you SURE -- quite
want to wmarry this

NICK

(swallows)
Yes, Your Honor.

JUDGE

{zloom

fell,

He bhegins to read

voice,

EXT, STrEET - DAY

Thiig i3 the gtreast

e

Lrid

113)
all I'i{:ht- .

marriage cersmony in a dolsful

shaking his head as he does so.

DISSOLVE

and exterior of the Arden home,

Ldentifisble on the front lawn 13 a2 mailbox which reads,

N, ARDEN.Y Truck
house, We can sea

a group of sailoprs
tge raincoated Fim
reallze the {igure

pulling up to substantial ﬂuburbaﬁ

the letters: “1.5. Coast Guard,” and
sguatting in ift. Sracefuily, one of

tc the s
I

Then we
s Ellen Arden.

treet.
fact, it

urez vaults

i85 8 WOmalle

{CONTDINUED



Simultaneously, the truck roars off, as they wave. She
stares up at the house.

10 TRUCKING Si07 - as Ellen moves slowly toward ths ho
she nears the volcss of chilldren playing. She altop
looks off in the direction of the swimming pool.
moves off towards the pool,

EXT, SWIMMING PQCL - ARDEN HCOUSE -~ DAY

11 MEZ. LONG SHOT - children ars sngaged In pushing two swall
teats as they swim around the peol,

12 CLOSEUP - of Ellen as she stares at the children she has
not seen for gsven years. OChinch 1s & girl of about nins,
who wears o formative brace on her teeth, and Tirmy & Doy
of about ten.

) MED., CLOSE 8RLOT,
ELLEN
{finally)
Hello.
TIM
{eyeing her
tentativaly)
Eello.

He c¢limbs out of peol and shakes nimselfl., Cainch; too,
gets oub,

ELLEW
Hello,

CHINCH
{just as suspiclous
of her as Tim)
Hellos

14 THEEE SHOT - a3 Ellien moves to them insfinetively and
wipes their noges.

CHINCH
{looking at her
surious garb}
Are you a lady or a man?

ELLEN
(selfwconsciously =
g looking at her pea
jacket and pants)

Used 45 De o 13T



15

16

17

i8

R

W

CLOSE SHOT - Chlnch and Tim still starlng suspiclously
at Ellen,

TIM

Are you a ssilor?

CHINCH
{Goubtfully)

A Yady saillor?
__—%giggles)

TIM
{proudly)
My mother went down in a
shipwreck,

MED, CLOSE SHOT.

CHINCH
He's alwoys bossting,

TIM
I sm not boasting, My mother
got drowned 1In Lthe Paciflc
Ocean, We're not suppesed %o
know.,

FLASH ~ Ellen, as she gulpses

MED. SHOT - There is a garden wall in the b.ge

ELLEN
{finally}
Did yow miss her a great deal?

TIM
Ch, sure,

He starts to c¢limb up on the stone wall,

- ELLEN
{flutteringly)
Would you like to have her back?

(CONTINUED)



UMY PAVORITE WISE" 1o

' {TINUED

18 {CONT ) —
{still clinmbing ~
csanally )

Can't have her hack. CShetls

drowned.
{(he has Tinally
reached thie top
of the wall)

I'm 2 tilghterope walker,

CHINGH
Ve put flowers on her gzrave
every Raster, with Daddy.

BELIEN
{touched}
You do?

Ty e w

CRLIKCH
And then Daddy buys us
hemburgers and root tesr,

S
Ellen nods grimly and notices the braces on Chinch's
teeth. She unconsciously =crews her face up in

imitation of Chinch,

g3

SLIEN
?

2

m

Do yeu mind tho

(CONTIHTED)



18 {(CONTINUED)

19

CHINCH
Yes, I do,

, TIM
Daddy asid he dldn't want her
to look like s mocse when ashe
grow un,

At thls moment, a dog comss bharking from porch., He goes
to Ellen, He recognizes her., He whines. He goss mad,
running in circles,

CHINCH
He never acts that way with
abtrangers,.

ELLEN

{patting the dog)
¥y! Haven't you gotten fatl

CHINCH

Sure hets fat, He's old -~ he'a “
g8 0ld as me,

{spying her

brother ag

he balances

himaself)
Ok, look at Timmy!

ELLEN
Timothy Arden, will you please
get off that wsll?

TIM
Try and make me,

As she movss for him, he loses his balance and topples,

CLOSE 3HOT -~ Tim on the ground, as Ellen rushea in to him,

ELLEN
Oh, Timmy, you've hurt yourself,
How eould you?

3he benda over him, “akes him in her arms and kisses him,

(CONTINUED)



19 (CONTINUED)
TIM
{enraged )
Leggot! Leggo of mel

He struggles cut of her arms, a

i
Q2
Pt

Fute

rch en

2 1 Lors scene,
yxe: The tnree
BIIEN
i'm sorey.
Tim meves away a8 he glares at her, Tne dop 1s 5211l
sniffing around Ellen's feat,

Cimon,Grover .., got away from
her .., C'mon, Srover, Grover,
do ag I tell you. Grover,
where's your dlsclpline?
(then politely
to Bllen

n
Pardon me. Welre not allowed
Ders

Ee dives into the pool. Bllen turns to sirl.

{CONTINUED)



_ Y
20 (CONTINUED}

ELLEN
Is your grandmother in?

CHAIKCH
(as she dives
in after Tim)
Pordon me,., Welre not zllowed
to talk to strangers,

Ellen watches the children, whe whoop. Then she turns
slowly toward the porch.

EXT, PORCH - DAY

21 Az Ellen enters, The children's volcos can be heard
dimly. She looks about, then walks toward the entrance
of the living room,

INT, LIVING RCOM -~ DAY
28 MED. SHOT = gz Hllen enters and sess g decanter of

whisgkey on bare. The bar is of the nidden wsll type,
when a button is pressed, a wall descends, completsly
concealing 1t. ©She gets a glass and the decanter of
whiskey and walks across the living room with them,
Soward the sun room. In B.g. standing in the sun roonm
are Ma and Philipe He is the Filipino houseboy-
chauffeur., At the moment, hs 1s garbed in his chauffsur
cutfit.
MA
(to Thilip)
-ww and I want you Lo pick up
gsome Flowers for the bedrooms,

PHILIP
Any partlcular xina?

MA
T think she likss tea roses,

He turns asnd sxits,

23 SHOOTING toward deor, While this conversabtlon is going
on, Bllen pours out whisksy. Me bturns around, still
muttering to herself, then sses Ellen.

(CONTINUED)



03 (CONTINUED)

25

: MA
Yes, what 1g 112
{she stares
at Ellen)

(bracing
herself )
Helle, darling.

HA

N ees F0o0od heaven's c.e
nl

D

tes es!
R

F P
!
¥

L

1}
i
[
4
s
=
Q

noves toward her as she crumples up.

ELLEN
{gives Ma the
drink - Ma's
eyss flutter)
4311 right now?

Ellen finishes the rest of the drirnk hserself,

MED, CLOSE SBOT - Ellen helps Ma to a chailr.

MA
I san't believe 1t, T Jjust
can't belleve 1t oo When? ..
How? .. Whers've you been?
A1l these vears! It just
isn't possivie,

{touches Ellen's

face)
Is it really you, Ellen?

EILLEN
it ia ann
{she klsses her)
And how's Nloky?

I'JA
emembering
the wedding)

{(CONTIRUED)



925 {CUNTINUED)
ELLEN
You know - your son, My
husband. He’s all right, isn't
he?

MA
Oh, yee. JNlcky's f'ine ~ fine,
Had g 1ittle trouble with his
wisdom tooth,

BLLEN
The =zama one?

MA
It's out,

ELLEN

¥ay I have a bath, Mother?

MA
Winy, of course.

26 MED, TRUCKING SHOT ~ a8 Fllen walks toward stairway,
followed by Ma,

MA
Ellen -~ where have you ueen?

ELLEN
Latitude 12, longltude 128 -~
and I'd atill be there if a
Portugese frelghter hadntt
wandered two hundred mlles off
its course,

MA
But why didn't you write?

ELLEN
I didn't have a pencll,

MA
But why didn't you wireless
from the boat?

{CONTINUED)



o8 (CONTINUED) | 18
YLLEN
Didn't have a wireless,,.very
small frelghter...very dirty,

‘ LA
Honestly, I don't know where
to beglin, Ilm so confused,

ELLEN
gy the way, how was my {unzral?

Lovely...Doctor Blake vreaghsed
g wongderful ssrmon,

BLLEN
I wish 114 besn there,

TNT, BATHROOM — DAY

2% Eilen ig standing in 2 mlst-covered shower, Ma i3 besids
here They taulk over the nolss of the water,

ELILEE
{over sound
of water)

This 13 wonderfulyes First hot
bath in gseven vesrs! Tell m
sbout Hick, Handsome as ever?

A
I think so,
ELLEW
Prospesrous?
’ A
Oh’ ‘3"0 &} *
FILEN
Fhere 1s ne? 8till at the

office?

Ellen turms off ths water, CALERA PANS to Ma,

, { CONTINUED)



ov (CONTINUED)
MA
(looking off
gcens)
Why, 2llsn, you'lre all Drown.

Zilen huma goily off scens. Mo swallows,
herself,

TAS s F 3 X
Ma (oontid;
Cm e 4 o
sot something o

© &
1 you, MNick's merried sgein,

(Fo

Ellen stops hwming. CAMIR: “0VES to toke

MA

T T TANT
Do I know kert... Nancy Bsel?
She niwoys hod her eye on him,

A

¥o. Fe met trhis one on the
bort when he went to 1look for
TOWR

RLLEN
{32417}
That's cone thing I never thought
of ~ Nick's marrying =sg2in. Bub
why not? Seven years is a iong
Tileyoe e

Thia morningasos



o7 (CONTINUED)

She glves

MA
They went off In the car te
Yogemlte for the honeymogn.

ELLEN
Yosemite? Don't tell me he'ls
taken her to gur hotel? How
could he?

MA
Well «- Nick had some businesa
In San Pranclsce. Ellen - what
are ygou going to do?%

Ellen hepr bathrobe sbsently.

ELLEN
{putting bathrobe on)
Have you got something I can
wear?

MA
I saved a fow of your o<ld things
In a trunk,

ELLEN

That waa sweet. Do you think we
can find something that won't
look tee hadt? Are skirts reaily
shorter again? And what are
those hats I see? And who's
Hitler®

{as they move off

to bedroon)
And, oh yes =~ 4o planes Tly to
Yozemlte?

MA
I think so., Why? What are you
golng to do?

BLLEN
{turning)
I don't know,
{wishful thinking)
But I hope I'm not too late,

FADE QU7

wi



FALRE LN

EXT. YOSEMITE - DAY

Pleturesgue shot of hotel in ¥Yosemite,

INT. HOTEL LOBRBY (YOSEMITE) - TAaY

LONG SHOT

¥

Cov Dr“smﬁ of two flounces. 3he
breathlessly.

CLOSE SHOT - at desk,

{(with toothy
smilie)
Yea, MNadame?

ELLEN
(catching
her bhreath)
Is Mr. ardsn here?

CLERK
No,
{he sees the
crohids she
nas pinned
on for the
oceasion)
Are vou the bride by

ELLER
{locking at
orchids}
iow Not exactly.

1

[
E._..I
5..3
[

e
[.G
B o
|
]..Jv

ng st him}

xhre

T el

\.’i.”\ Qpc‘ 13."

he hasn't arrived yet.

She walks off, Clerk is still staring
walks of £, &he turns te look back surreptiticusly.

ig s8till staring,

at

a8 Ellen enters in & little number
seven years ago, distingulshed by an e

e
is \)

nar

she wors
70?3 s¥irt

the deszk

88 B4G

tares a2t her, She realizes she has sald something

H

f~3
o



B2G

Shooting betwean two overstuffed lounges facing each
other about five feet apart. Ellen walks Into scene
and seats herselif on one of the lounges, closest.to.
CRMETH, Thres women are seated opposits the place
she has choseén, The women are all brides. One of
them 1z playing with her wsdding ring. Suddenly,
Lllen is aware that one of the women ls gnobblshly
staring at the length of her askirt. Her skirt, of

course, is short. Ellen spends an uncomfortabls few
32C0ONES . Surreptliticusly she beging pulling her skirt

up untﬁl 1t is knes length and then, with considerable
ffort, crcsses her legs miling sickly at the woman
cross from her. The ski £ sl rs back to its Pormer
08 prR:
Toom

e "'.ﬂ m

itioen. LEllen Dests a ty retreat to The Ladices
85 CAWIRA PANS with her.

Eviro! oo

DI3ZOLVE

THT. #0TEL LOBRY - {(YOSIMITE) - DAY

¥eD. SHOT - near the overstuffed lounge and the three
WONIE L » The three women on the lounge Joln the
railgsed-2yebrow c1ub as Ellen re-gnbers the scens. The
lower fiounce of ner skirt has heen cut away, and the
regult is not bad. She throws a triumphant smile in
the direction of the snobbish woman as she re-seats
herself. A moment later, the door of the Ladles Room
opens as a woman emerges with a small dog on a lesash.
Dragglng from its mouth 1Is the porticn of Ellen's
akirt that has been cut off. The dog drops the plece
of skirt in front of Ellen. She gees 1t and hastily
kicksg it under ths lounge.

LONG SHOT - of a couple entering the lobby.

MED. CLGSE SHOT -~ Ellen rises anxiousliy. As the couple
approach, she reallizes 1t is not Nicky and his bride.
Disappointed, she seats herself agaln. The clerk is
still watching her.

At entrance as Nicky and Bisnca enter, foliowsd by
Dellboys. CAMERA TRUCKS with them as they wall

toward the desk, There are two clerks behind the desk.
Rlanca 1a smiling up a4t him. Nick smiles back at her.
the effect 1z romantic.



26 AT DE

in
!';q

L]

[ 5h?3

LI

NICK

(catehing clerk!

look; curtly)

name Is Arden.

CLLRK

On, yes, Mr. Ardan.

RS

L

(ne looks over
to catch alight
of BEllen, for

-~

o

he wanta to tell

Mick ne has a
visitor)

belisve That -- W

wisa



CLOSE 80T - of Ellen sas she catches clerk's
eye and shakes ler head to indlcate she doean't want
her presence roevealsd.

CLOYE SHOT - Clerk, as he steps in mid-air, staring.
Being 2 cosmopollibte, he recovers possession of himsslf
snd rings the bell with undue force, He turns the
register sbout for Nick to sign.

CLERK
{as the boy
steps up)
Sulilte A
NICK
Sulte A% 1)
CLEEK

£i1l put out
by the mystery
of Ellen, -
curtly)
It's our best.

NICK
I krow, but I'd rather not
wave 1t

CLERX

I beg your pardon?

ﬁECK
ni

Haven't you anything else?

CLEEK
{suspiclously}
T can let you have Sulte CF
Le've just redecorated -~ IF
ou don't mind the smell of
al

nt,

1_,

¥
E

NICK
{fervently)
Love 1t.

Bianca glares at him. ¥ick is =boub to sign the
reglster.

BIANCA
Very well, Come along.

{ CONTTNUED



%8 (CONTINUED)

39

40

41

She novesa off with the boy.

MICK
(as ne finlshes
reglsterling)
Couldn't have that aulte
because IT've been hers befors..
see what I mean?

Clerk nodsg, smiling, then looks teward Elien perplexed --
wonders what the hell he's smliling about, Nick hurriess
of f to Joir Bilanca at the elevabtor,

At elevstors, 3Bleanca is s8till waiting., Nick comes
o her.

‘IA
o3

NICK
Sorry to keep you walting, dear.

& i

.
They enter elevatcor. They turn to face the doors, and
a3 they do so, Mlck stares stralght ahead of him,
incredulously,

REVERSE SHOT -« shooting from interilor slevator. Ellen
atanding ocutside elavaitor doors. The doors close,

INT. ELBVATOR -~ DAY

As the door of the selevatocr shuts, Nick stares open~
mouthed, His head moves parallel with the ¢losing door
as he attempts to cateh his last glimpse of Ellen,
Bianca loocks ab him perplexed a3 he stands Iin this
incongruvous pogitions Nick looks st her zheeplishly and
smiles as he sttempts to hastily stralghten up., Blanca
takes his arm and snuggles up to hlm,

DTANCA
Zxciting, isntt 1%?
DISSOLVE

INT, HOTEL CORRIDCOR -~ DAY

At BSulte €, as Niek and Biance walk to it Nick =still
dazed and shocked,



INT. LLVING ROOM - SUITT C

LAY

FULL SHOT - as

Nick follows Biancs in.

The bellboys

are alreacy there, disposing of luggage, opening

windows, hanging coats., Nick
Finally the Loys are finlshed.
impatiently for them to leave,
about Niclk. He 1s unaware of

A e g o = T I
Anything slse, sir?

7 = e 1,-
S0, Toang

Hicok reacies In his pocket and
o ol
BRI

Tl
P a3
L&)

)
l ,

. f PR AT 1
armas asoult him.

BIANCA

Darlingl

S ICK

waltaer.

BIANG
N¥icky ~- how

LTI

WITY 4

SHOT - a walilfer enters wit

stands uncerteinly.
Bilanca walts
The boys cluster
theiy oresence,

T Lo e e
TIg8 Thnceh.

of Ellen wag an
~ Bisnca pULSE

ner

.

I champagne,

n
ct
[®]

caviar,

el

ioA TITIOY
‘\:'S-A..’..L;_l 1

sir?

BIAKCA

NICK
I navent't o

£
Thars musth

réered any wine.
be some mistake.

{CONTINUED)



4% (CONTINULD)

No mistake,
compliments

Mumm, 1926,
He pours the glassceg,

SHOT
wonld

CLOSE
T il

Ellen

MEE.

DG

=
(93}

Tive

WATTER
air. Lithh the
of an old friend.

R

Ry

314

{opening

her purse)
Itve loads of change

{she gives

Change
walter

Thank you very

night !

{offering
gl

his

Well, Nicky,

-

Lasz

takes the g

To

j

sl
il

Wal

:aucﬂa L ] C'Ood.

BIANCA
Hick
288 )

herels to us.

ot

pin

NICK

{setting bhe

glasq
i'll be righ

(Bia;ca stare

down)
hack,

-4

g

Wy

he talkes out
cigaretts case]

: No matches!

( CONTINUED)



He moves to the deor, 2nd as he does so upsets small
tanle-~-taboret, and hordes of mateches fall to the
£loor, He looks.

NICK {cont'd)
Oh!  Matchsat

Fdo kneels Lo pick thew up. Meanwhile Blanca watchss
nim in complete zat 1o

4" i, CLOIE 3%0T - of Nilck, as he knoels. e secs
talephone box, with bell, GJulckly he talkes oul pencil
and runs it along bell,

{reactiing for

vhone )

. g . 27
I was sxapeecting a call --

Bianca picka up the pecciver.

-:':?-13.0 [ I )

QPERATOR'S VOICE
Number 018036 e

BIANCA
Did you ring hnere?

OPRREATOR'S VOICE
No, I didn't, ZIxcuse 1t, plsase...

an,

Bianca hangs up.

NICK
{erestfalleon)
I was sxpecting a call,
rianca takes a large flat package and ¢tarts wwrapiing
it.

BRIANCA
28 anything the matter?

NICK
{nervously}
, No-=v NO --

(COMTINUED)



BIANCA
{starting to
unpack her bag)
You must tsll me everything now,
you Know--

‘ WIiCK
{(miles away)
Oh sure~-~-

BIaNCA
{she 1ifts =
lecpard gkin
»obe from the
I .--“J‘
PRCKEFE |

HICK
{abaently)
Ok, that's fine. Fine.

BIANCA
Try it on. Itt's ny surprise
for you. L.
{she takes outb
smaller robo)
IT've got one; too. They match,

NICK
(vaguely)
™ =« huh we=
{suddenly
rutbing
nis echin)
T need a shave,

Ahatd

NICK
I'1l go down to the barbsr shop
anc bz right back.

BTANCA
1 don't nsed a shave.
she touches
1ie facs)
Your skin's as amooth a3 a baby's.

T -
Zut ¥

—~

3

¥ICK
T feel llke the halry ape.

IIANCA

Gontt mind . .
I aind. £ AT T MTTE Y



47 (CONTINUED)

48

T
A

Just don't feel right unless
shave, I'm not myself.

ot

BIANCA
Well, why don't vou shave
yourself? Itd love to watch
vou. Remember ths way Victoria
1ilways watched Albert?

Albert who?

BTANCA
Prince Albert, and fus
Victoria, silly,

NICK
28, but ne 4didn't hack himsell
0 nleces the way I 40 4.
{moves to
the door}
I'11 go down to the barber shop -
and be right back -- right back,

(S

~

BIANCA

Dor't be long, Nicky, plesse =--
NICK
Ba right backl
DIS30LVE

INT. HOTEL LOBRBY - DAY

As Kick emerges from the clevator and stares around the
lobby,.

PAN SHCT - the lobby,

SHOOTING TOWARD & corner cof ithe lobby where a grourp of
people are sltting on chairs and sofas, {acing eech
other, A woman with her bagk toward the camera, is
reading s magazine, CAMIRA TRUCKS with Nick as he walks
to ner,

NICK
Ellen =w-



s

51 CLOSE BHOT ~ the younz woman turns. It 1s not Ellen,
50 MED. CLOSE SHOT,
NICK

Fardon me,

He turns oguickly from her.

INT, ROCTH OF BAR - DAY

5% Ellen, watehing hlm, smiling.
IN JOTEL - DAY
54 LOSEUr - Mieck, as he stares.

INT, BOOTH OF BAR - DAY

55 CLOSEUP ~ Ellen, as shs omiles at him,

INT. HOTET BAR - DAY

56 MED. CLOSE SHOT - of Nick, ag he moves to har, still
staring.
NICK

he ta%wes her
in his arma
and kisges her)

TUILEN

g i b

(napplly)
Trat'a a1l I wanted Lo ¥now.

Tn the h.g. four young drinkers stare at thila atrange
acene, So deey the bartendsr,

BARTENDER
Excuge me, Polks, hut there's
an ordiance *rn this state
that don't allow neckin! in
DA PPrOomS :

! {CONTINUED)
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i
The young drinkers laugh.

HICK

{(Flustered)
Oh, ves ...

INT, BaR - DAY

[

RUCKING SHOT ~ of the two ag they move off.

AT T

E"T,;. C i
ILeatls ro gsomewhare whaers we
scan talle,

Where?

KICK
Wetll go to your roon.

T e T
Sitadds

I naven't got a rcom.

=

NICY
Oh -~ well, I'11 get you one,

By thiszs tlme they've arrived at the desk. The clerk
leoks up. A socond clerk In the b.g, 18 ssscriing mail,
Cocasionally he glances at them,

CLERK

NICK
I wonder 1f you can give Mrg,
Apd -~ M¥Migp ~- uh -~ Wagstaf? a
rooM.

CLERX
Certalniy, Sir,

RICK

{innoccently)
Is Suite A avallable?

ELLEE
Yez! Susite A,
{sne smiles
up at Niek)



o8

59

Nt hf et L e o

(apoplectic)

Have you any luggage, Mlsa -

nh ==

Nick signs the reglster,

ELLEN

At the airport,

{gives him ticket)
.

You might send for

rlong, Micky.

it Come

A teliboy roes of f wlth them, The sgecond clerk looks

gfteyr them, and gives a jow
looks at him surprliased. He
then back at ths reclster,

whniistie., The Plrzst clerk
then looks at Nizk and Zllien,
It suddenly dawns on him that

¥ick has reglatered for two women,

INT, SUITE C - LIVING EOCH

DAY

Blance 1s gitting
her, pouring the 1
drinks it. Finall

ng on the s0fa, the leopard robes begide
aszt of the champagne in glass., She
v she reaches for the telenhone,

BIANCA
Will vou please tear Mr. Arden
away from the harber? Yes.

Page himi

(ghe hurls the
bottle in baskeb)

INT, CORRIDOR ~ DAY

MED., CLO3E 3HOT - st door.

DISSOLVE

The hellboy opens the door

ag Nick and Ellen enter. Nick is ligtenling to her, and

looking at her,

BLLEN
~~ and fthen along came the
freighter .. They'd seen wmy
scanties, which were hangling
in the breeze, T Tad gotten

4Ty

some awell nlctures, but the
salt water rulined all my plates.

The bellboy is about to enter afiter them. Hilck closes

the door on him,



60

()]
A

MED. SHOT - SHOOTING TOWARD door ss Ellen enters,

followed by Nick,

The Two,

NICK
What zbout the hroat?

ZLLEN

{continuing)}
Oh, the boat, They couldn't
sveak Engllish and my Portuguease
la skstehy, so thers we were,
After all, Nicky, I can't tell
you what havpened In seven years
In two minutes,

HICKY
{taking her in
his arma)
Ellen!

ELDEN
Aeally fsel that way?

NICK
You know I do.

T T T
RN o

Goed,.
{ghe %isses
him?}

INT, BARBER SHOP ~ DAY

Bellbtoy waliking through,

BELLBCY
Calling Mr, Arden ..
Calling Yr. Arden ..

INT, IOBBY -~ DAY

Another Bellboy,

BELLBOY #2
Caliing Ny, Arden ..
Calling ¥r, Arden ..



64

£5

66

87

658

At Desk, Clerk looks up, and hls ears tingle. Grimly
he beckonz boy and reaches for telenhons.

INT, SUITE A - LIVING ROOM -~ DAY

Teliephone ig ringing. Ellen has answered 1it.

ELLEN
Yea? Mr, Arden? Just a
momart,

Sre hands telephone to Hlek,

NICK
(taking up
phone )
Yes.
{he looks a%
Tllen embarrasased)

INT., HOTEL LOBBY - DAY

CLOSE 3HOT - ¢lerk at the nhons,

p-d

CLERK
{with great
emphasia)
If you'lre fres Mrs, Arden would
like to see Foui ...

INT, SUITE A - LIVING ROOM ~ DAV

CLOSE SHOT,

NICK

{at phone)
Look here ~ Gh, very well,
{ne hangs up)

MED. SHOT,

ELLEN
What'as the matter, Nick, BEBride
wonderlng where you are? «..
Youlll heve to face 1%t, vou know,

{(CONTINUED)
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a8 {CONTINUELD)
NICK
Yes, I know ,,. What am I
goling to say?

BLLEN
That depends on what you fesl.

(CONTINUED)



W?’mww\g et ¢

6%

NICK
T want to do the right thing
by everybodys.

ELLAEN
Don't you know that's Impossible?

NICK
Blancatls rather hign-strung s«.
She's sensitlve +.. Led a very
sheltered life +. Thiz 1s going
to te 4 norrible shock. Think
of her poaition ... How!ll she
face her family -- her frisnds?

CLOSER BHOT - favoring Ellen.

ELLEN
Are you in love with her, Nicky?

NICKY
Oh; NGe

ELIEN
You must have told her you wertsa.
Didn't you? +.. When you proposgd=-?

NICK
Wall =~

HELLEN
0f course you 4id.

NICK
(finally)
Woll == yes.
ELLEN
Fow could you?
NICK

But I thought you were ~~ 1
Aidnit Rnow oo After alll

(CONTINUED)
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65 {CONTINUED)
BELLEN
{interrupting -
sadly)
turned}

The minute my back was
{but her eyes
sparkle

NICK

The telephonre rings,

70 MED. LONG SHOT -~ Wick snatehes the nhone,

NICK

{at nhons}

T
Hello ~w-

{ne grimaces)

INT, HOTEL I[ORBY - DAY

CLOSE SHOT - Clerk at

telephone.

CLERX
Mr. Arden, we don't like %o
interfere with the privacy of
our eueszts, We mind our own
business, and they mind theilrs,
Your wife, MMr, Arden, has

oalled agaln.

INT, SUITE A - LIVING ROOM ~ DAY

Nick at the *telephone, while Ellen watches him wrlthe,

72
NICK
Well -~ tell my wife -- 1711
bs right un ~=- ITm 2t117
heing shaved.
Ellen passes her hand over her face, ag he

He hangs up.
aits down heslde her.

ELLEN

Once over -=- lightly?
{CONTINUED }
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{CONTINUED)

< K}
Rl

| .
ek Desi

b r‘},e

Changes )
"MY FAVORITE WIFE"

NICK
I've got a feeling you're
enjoying my nmisery.

ELIEN
Poor Hiclkl

He gets up, moves away to a sofa, ahse ol
Tl ;

ke

ELLEN
(rnderstandingly)
Did you think shs'd make a good
mother? Was that why you wsare
sttractsd to her?

NICH
{guickly)
Thaet's 1t.

FLLEN
She'd be good for Timm~ and
Cnineh?

{hastiiv)
Of courssa,.



bS]

-1

&Y

CLOSE

CLOSTT

NICE
(springing up)
Oh, vou don't helisve me,

BLLEN
I'm merely facing ths facts,
You loved this woman enough to
sl hier to be your wife and the

Thet
A"'}n }TDU,
hert
FOAL

J_JLLJ_JL\
I'1Y bhet wou may that to all
your wivesz,

NIOXK
I could stranzie you.

TLLEN
Thet's cne way oub.

i .x.. J.’:'».
{(vehemently)

- »

But I lust can't z In and
say: "Sorry. My mistake.

Harriose i
5

SHOT ~ Htlen

EI.JIJT-‘
again. L'11 Do Bianca...
{snz moves away
from him to the
ooner side ol
the sofa’

Tr

Q_:E

Thers .., Fow vou come in .ee
Hello, dariinz.

NICK
{locks sb her
and swallows

Hello, Bilanca.



MED, CLOEBE &8HOT - %the two., Elien on the gofa. By
wick looking at her.

BLLEYN
Lren't you golng bto kilss me?

Nick leans over and lkisses her. He nolds her arderntly.

Thers ds thsz scurnd of Limperious knocking at the door,

753 LOKRG S5ZCT - the door opens and the clerk enfers, followed
by a bellibey with an extremely small paper package.

CLEERK
{disregarding

scene on sofa)
Fadame's Juggagel

The boy drops the package casually, looks at the two and.
exits, Clerk closes the door carsfully.

CLERK {cont'd}
Gould 1 see you a momentbt?

He leads Bick to anothsr part of ths

!,.i
ot
w

[

ing rocma

79 CLOSE SHOT - the clerk.

CLEERX
We run a first class hotel,
Mr. Arden, and we don't like to
be made a party te an intrigue.
We'tve maintained a reputaticn
for reapectability for
thirty-thraee 7oars,and we don't

v ¥
2

intend to lose it inm cne nignt,



80

81

HED, CLOSE SHOY = THE Two, LU

NICK
My reputation for respectabllity
is just ag high as your notells.

CAMERA DISCLOSES Ellen haa become interested and moves
closer.

BELLEN
And don't forget mi
{to ecler
It!s a very simple situation.
Explain it to nim, Nick,

2L IS s .

NICK
Vou £66 - my wife -« my bride --
{then he stops}
Look here, why snould I bors you
with the detalls?

CLERK
T won'!lt e bored.

ELLEN
You vetter go, Nick.

The clerk opens the door for Hick.

CILERK
If you ploaSg w=

ELLEN

Good night, Fick -~

TWO SHOT - Clevyk and Nick at door.

NICK
T111 be back.

CLERX
IT'm afraid not, lr. Ardsn,

The two men exit, the clerk closes The dool.



INT. CORRIDOR - DAY 5y

a2 As the two men stand there,

CLERX
(polnting)
That's your room, Mr. Arden,

Mick locks at him, swallows. He walks tc the door, tries
it. Itt's locked, ¥ick is relisved,

Eiraral
LE S

Ttts locked,

OLERK
I have a pass ksy,

Be chooses a key, knocks and opsns the door,

CLERX {cont'd}
¥No hard fselinga,.
S

Nick looks at him, then enters, the door closling behind
hin, The clerk marches toward the selevabor,

INT, SUITE UC" - LIVING EOOM - DAY

83 As Bilancs hears Nick enter the sititing room.

BRIANCA
(offwscens)
Nizk? Aboub Time! ... ¥Whsare
ars you? (ome Iin here, dear.

84 As Nick stands there, galvanized. He can't face it, He
goes quickly to the door and exits.

INT, CCREIDOR - DAY

s [ N VA

B85 48 he locka down the emplby zorridor, and makes for the

gbairs, seeg the elevator descend with clerk,



As Blanca enters,

RIANCA
Nick? Where are you?

she looks about, convinces herself he's not there, she
becomes enraged,

a7 OMITTED

33 FULL S5HOT -~ Nick, sxesedinzliy prsoccupled, makes nis way
to & post wnich he hugs,

NICK
(mumbling te himsell)
Now, 3Blanca, this is the
gitugtion «+. Thiz hurts me
more than 1t hurts y0u «. KO 4

a9 CLOSE SHOT - of clerk, as he stares. Whai he sgees i
Nick, whom h2 has just deposited presumably, ¢oing through
g strange seriss of pantomiming gestures, H2 moves near

k)

nim,

g0 ¥MED, CLCSE SHOT - the two.

NICX
Now, Blanca, this is the
situation .. Something's come
up. My wife, Truth is stranger
than fiction,.,.The fact is,
Bianca, I still love her, and
there ars the children, - Mother
love and &ll that.,. Even a
tiger fights fer its young.
And besides; there's gomething
between Lwo people who'va bheen
nmarried - that you donlt oo
between two people whlo haven't
been marrdied, NKow be big,
Bianca, Be brave, You will?
Thatagirll

He turns with & besm and stares directly into the clerk's
puss. 3bartled, anxious to get away from his nemesis, he
makes a dash for ths talephone bocths. He entsrs one, as
he feels the baleful eyesz of the clerk on hime. :



91 SHOT,

. NICK

Give me ¥rs. Arden in Sulte "W,

{he waits ~ then

ne begins

rehearaing

to himeelf)
dow look, Blanca, somethingts
come up -w

o A%t elevators, The doors open zand Disncs comes oub. A
Lellboy comes to her,

w0
<

Call fer you, M

Bilaneca Iollows the bey toward booths, off-scene. CAMEEA

FANS wibth her as she enters ons nexbt Lo YHickts.
b

INT, TELDFHCVE B00TH -~ DAY

g3 A8 Biznea lifts reesiver,

BIANCA
into telephone)

-

{
Hello?

o

INT, NICK'S TELEPHCNE BOOTH -~ DAY

94 SHOT.

NICK
lanca? Tnhnis i3 the situation =
2t hurts me more than 1t hurts
yous  Something's come up w--

INT, RIANCA'S TELEPHONE BOOTH - DAY

Sl
s H
Eé
w5
<
-
L

BTANCA
Wony don't you come up?



4

EXT, TELEPHONE BOOTHS - DAY 4z

96 CAMERA CLOSE enocugh to hear both Blancals and Nick'ls
yoices as they speuk.

NICK
Come up? B3ut I can't,

¥hy not?

NICK
Well == Iim 1n Carwmel,

RTANCA
Carmell

NIC
Yes - that client of nmine in
San Prancisco -= I didn't want
to Tell you +.. Hels wired me
te come, Matber of 1life and
deatii.

BIANCA
Well you might have told me
before ¥OUses

NICGK
can't heady yOU...whnat? What?

1

BIANCA
{sobbhing)
loathe JoU..sL de3pise youaeas
never want to see you again.

4 b

NICK
You don't mesn that, Bianca.
{then hopefully)
Do you?

BIANCA
You come right back...Do0 you
hear me? Talze the first plans
DacKass

{CONTINTUED)



96 (CONTINUED) ’

43
NICK
{shouting)
Whnat? I can't hear you ea»
the propellers s+»
(e looks up
and sees fan)
37 Mziy. CLOSE SHOT - of Nick, as he turns fen whirling into
roar, not unllike that of a plans.

HICK
{shouting)
I've got to run «.. I've got to
AN s Helrs tal{ing off oo
FTive 2ot £o PUn wse

He hangs up. Undsr the hypnotism of his own words, he
grabs door guickly and opens it, as Blanca emerges from
her booth, and the two face each other.

FADE OUT



a8

unanges e
"MY PAVORITE WIFE"

FADE IN

TNT. LOWER HALLVAY - ARDEN HOME - NIGRT

CLOSE SHOT on front door - Ma enters to it, opens the
door, Ellen, Chinch and Timmy enter., The children are
ladensd with bags of popecorn, Tlmmy has a largs,
cumbersome box conbalning a toy of some kind and Chinch
has a balloon on a stilicks

AD LIB
Hellol Hellal

Trhen Timey and Chinch concinue simultansnuslys

TRMMY CHINCH

Gosh, what a day., We And ws went to the Par\'ﬁ?}\
went to the planetarium, too, and we had hygienic
the acguariun and a namburgers, with nutse

Mlckey Mouse and look
what I zote

While BEllen laughs 2t their excitement.

MA
All right, all right, you can
tell me all about 1t labter,
Go on up and put your things
BWAY NOWe

] .

As the kids race up the steirs, noislily, Timmy calls
hack over the ralling,

TIMHY
{yella down)
And we went to the 200, too.

Ma turns to Ellen as the children exit.

MA
Did you tell them who you wers?

WELEN
{shamefacedly)

No, I didn't. I got pretty
close, though -- once or vwices.

(CONTINUED)
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L B

o ek B et f

Ha
{disappointed)
Oh, Ellen,

nTTS

Juy i E‘-\(

Well, vyou could hurdly expezt

 44s,

me Lo play & tender sconsd in Ifront
of the el@phﬂr}ts e DDV 001'.1.},@1 }ro&?

L Toapa e i | .
Ma lsughs -- Zllen

T, nonttd)
EATE I, Lt s
Zavs you naard Tr NoLok?
A
O = 1ob oa word -~ Ltts funny.
BLLED
Mot to me, It isn't. Do you
susnoza he's having troubl
SUDn03IC Le § naving trouble
telling hepr?

A
Well, te's had a night and a day
- that ought to Le long enough.

ZLLEN

That'!'s just it -« 1t's too long.

They start to go offs.

INT. ROADSTER = (PLOCESS)

NI3AT

Aicx lS driving aio*r Riancsa,

1ooks bac& at uiCk-

BIANCA
you owe

e

Don't you think
gxplanation?

an

NICK
get homee

DISSOLVE O

saated besgide

She Lurns and



e AW

INT. ARDEN LIVING 2004 - NIGHT

G SHOT of Ellen, Tilmmy and Chinch.
104

TIMMY
"hind when his father came to zee
He stood up straight and tall liks me,
He told the truth about that tres,
Ye was no Coward, oh no, not hsi®

\

hus] T
o Ll
Food, [limmy, where'd you learn

that?
Oh, around.

Oh, no, don't eatn
ou'll spoil your diLneP.

CH |\ff‘7~’
Did you know any pleces when
you were 1itile?

wLILEN
Yes, I Bneaw a few. Letbtls

[SS,
Oh, herels ons, 0Oh, I'a SOrry.
¥In old Xaintuck where I was born

There ain't no Yanks and thers
ain't no corn,

But the zals and hosses canft bs
heab

To live down Southh is sure & Lrast,”

T 1My
How cowme you talk like that?

TLLEN
Didn't you-all aver hexr anyoody
Lalk l;ae tinat bhafore?

TIHY AND CHINCH

KO =



TOELVUNG L umes

TIMMY
Did it take you very liong to
loarm 119

ELLEN

Why, everybody talks like that
where I come from.
{she looks at
the children
tentatively)
Even your mother.

TIMIY
ne did?

CHINCH
Before she waa drownsd?

TIMNY
Nobody talks after they're
drowneds

BELLEN

Well, sometimes they do.

TIMMY
{skeptically}
AW.

ELLEN
0f couras they're not really
drowned., People thinik they
are, but they're aot.

The kids ztare at her. Ellen is floundering.

TINMITY
My mother wouldn't do anything
8111y like that.

ELLEN
Tike what?

TIMHY
Tallk after she was drowned.
thy, thaet's ridiculous.

ELLEN
VYes, isn't 1t?
{ CONTINUEDR)



¢ 104 (CONTINUED)

-ty

[ R g i
45
TIMNY

Do you know any more piscss?

Ma comes in.

Kids exit

M4
Weli, Li's metting late. You'd
better get ready feor dinner.

TIMMY
Aw, already?

ELIEN

Yes, go on, Tlmmy.

TIMMY
Aw, all right,

MA
You oo, Chinch.

ELLEN
Go on, darling.

and Ma looks about, lowers her volce and says:

MA
You 4idn't tell them, did you?

ELLEN

No, T tried but I'm afrald I
didntt get very far. Ib's
going to be harder than I
thought. After all, I dontt
want to shock them.

{she gets

an 1dea)
Maybe Nick can help me. He
can Introduce me properly.

E‘r{A
Gf course.

ELLEN
{fPondly)
Poor Hicll.

{CONTINUED)



Y% (CONTINUED)
104 NTIH

10 MA
Wy ~- poor Nick?

LLLEN
He's such a creature of hablt ~-
end here I come barging in --
And he's got to get rid of a
brand znew bride, wnich really
isn't easy for Nick -- break
the news to nils children -~ tell
his friends., And Nick hates
anything that isntht strictly
conventional and lezal,

MA
Well, he was always a timid
boy.

There is the sound of 2 cars

MA {conttd)
Oh, therets Nicky now.

ELLEN
Oh, he's brought her home.

MA
Deon't you supposs he's told
her?

ELLEN
I guess notas

MA

Then perhaps 1t would bs bettor
1T you weren't here.

ELLEN
Well, I don't see why I should
ieave,

WA

Dontt you 32e, 1t's just that
16111 be a little awkward...

ELLEN
I ¥now, I know. Tell her I'm
an old friend, from the South.



Ll w W L%WIid A LIVl T WY Wuit ke atd

105 At atreset as ths rosdster pulls up and stops.

INT. ROADSTER -~ EVENING

106 Nick, driving, bundled up with shawl, overcoat, etec.
Blance sits vbesids him, slumpad, Llps pursed, eyes
vacant,

NICK
{brightly)
Wgll, here wo sre. Homel

She starts to get out of car, when Timmy's volce s
heard cZf scene,

i

TINMY'S VOICE
Daddy!

EAT ., NICLY'S HCME -~ NIGHET

-

107 Timmy and Chinch come bounding up to thelr father and
Bianca., He plcl-a thwoem up and kisses tham.

TIMMY
Eelle, Miss Bates.

CRINCH
How ars you¥

BTANCA
Fine, thanks...

CHINCH
{interrupting -
turns to Nick)

Did you have a good time?

NICK
Vary nics, Vei'y nice.

108 GROUP SHOT.

TIMMY
Did you bring us a praesgsnt,
Laddy?

{CONTINTED}
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RICK
(snapping nis
fingers}
Darn... I forgot,.. I!'m sorry,

TIMMY
Aw geel

NICX

I proemise you I'11 gst you

something from Yosemlte the
very next tiwe 1 go there,.

izl

T = Jlsnca.

NIANCS

ZanalNeh

Aren't you going to tell then?
NIiC¥

Oh, sUur€...
{then quickiy -
for he realizes
there's no ssnse
in presenting a
step-mother whc's
going to bs
canned )
You klds run in and wash up,
Tan't 1t time for your aupper?

T

DAL

Ttte not six ofclock.

NICE
(with parental
sternness}
Now don't argue with me. In
you gol

DIMHY
Aw, what did T do?

VICK

In you gol



3O {CONTINUED) 434
TIMMY
Y@S, air.

The ¥ids move off. Blanca watches him 1r zoms
sabonlishment as hse reaches for the sultcage.

=

10 TRUCKING 3HOT «~ ag Nick and Bisncs walk toward the
nouse,

BIANCA
Why didn't you tell them I was
thelr new nother?

NICK
Oh, didn't I do that?,.. Well,
I didn'tt want to confuss them,

BIANCA
Confuase?

NICK
(as they get to
door; degperately)
I mean I'm confused...drivingl
Letts go inl

111 CLOSE SHOT -~ at door. Nick 1s about to open door whsn
Bianca stops,

BIANCA
Nickl

NICK
What?

BTANCA

Arsn't you goling to carry me
ovey the threshold?

Nick swallows. PFinally he stesls himgelf. He decides
ne'd rather not argus. He picks her up.
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INT.

cnanges

"¥Y FAVORITE WIFE"

HALINAY - NIGHD

NED.
sess

Nick!

atars

CLOBE

tihie

LONG SHOT ag Niak

Ellen there, walting.

Hellc,

enters, carrvin

e

4,~ N PR e 2 e ] 1
8 mother appears vehind Bllen., Nick
- T
8t Zllen.
Ya L. 4 - g oo T oy
Nick's motner., 3Sne has besn
3 [P ; - AT S -
ls rathey narvoua. HNick sts

ELLEYN
.

(with strong

southern

cer
_—t iy e b o
LIIYOWSs gy A

aboub Nick)
e Hello, X;chﬁlﬂsi
(t{:} Bis nea

You~all mingd 1f

bridegrcom? Ju

sisterly kiss.

{she smacks hiim)

Theral

™ B - o ST
Shets viasltins

mother and I w
togethar 1o Vi
feel 1lke she'!

daurhiter.

Mighty nlece to

(Lo 2iance
Hels too swzel,
used o adore ki
nim, He was
boy you ever
fatinleag!
buphle-bed s g
to flower ! Fai

e [

accent )
IS
N 4
£ 1 Kkiss the
st & grsat big
MA
#ith us, Her

HICE

gsee you again,

TEN

rpahlly.a. I
1M e a 3”“ audora

the darlintest
daid s=se. Butb
Just like =
sogoing from flower
Paithless!

R TN A WY

49

Bianca, and

aontinuss Lo




113 {CONTINUED) QK

She wiggles a finger at Nieck and rumples his hailr,
Nick and Blanca look uncomforiable.

ZLIEN {cont'td)

I was only Ifoolint... !

{she putg her

arm in Niclk's)
Why,we're just one bl
family. Why my great
grandfather Joshua was the

. first man % iva the Jovernoer

of North Ca ina. the hcot foot!

Now wait a2 minute !

HOTYER
You must be tired, son.
(at Elanca)}
¥You both lcok tired.
T

Bianca winces.

{glggling)
That's what I've been thinkin!
but not darin! to say...

Bianca glares at her, but Ellen takes her arm =z they
meve into thes living room.

™

DLIEN {contid)
Of course, you-all were married
before, weren't you-all?

v

BIANCA
Wnat? Of course notl

ELLEN
Now where'd I set the ides
vou=all wers o widow?

BIANCA
{glaring =t Nick)
Net yet!

Ellen notices a very stiractive brooch Bisnca is wearing.

‘ (CONTINUED )



113 (CONTINUED)

ELLEN
3 Isn't that lovely!
3 {looks at Nick}
£ Engagement present?

Nick looks uncomfortable.

BEBLLEN (contid)
(fingering
the brooch)
I used to have one just like it!

She gleres at Nick.

INT. LIVING ROOM ~ NIGHT

114 Nick moving to bar, desperately.

NICK
T'1Y make™ drink, shall I?%

Nick walks to the open bar.

ELLEN
Dida.you-all drive all night?

NICK
{as he stops,
polged, with
coektail shaker)
{Ihn ° awall. " »

BIANCA
{quickly)
Oh, we stopped at a charming
places..a gort of rose-covared
bungalow. Kick plcked it. He
wanted Jjust the right thing, he
said.

115 MED, CLOSE 87307 - Niek trying teo indicaste by pantomlme
to Hllen that there'!s absclutely nothing to it.



110

BACK TO SCENE - s&s Blancs turns to him, snd he
azsiducusly works the cocktall shaker.

BIANCA
It was 80 serens..,.s0 peaceful...
so romantic.

Yo brings tne tray with glasses and shaker.

BIANCA {(cont'd:
Nick was so thougntful,

e

MICK
Cocktail?

: BIANCA
Thank you, sweet.

NICK
{offering drink
to Bllen)
Copktall?

ELLEN
{mimicking slightly)
Thank you, awseb,

NICK
Mother?

MA
No, I wouldn't trust myself.,

ELLEN

Here's to the happy ccuple.
Brother Nicholas is a bridegroom
again. My, how time fliesl Why
I remember Nicholas the first
time he got married....to thaf
lovely, lovely girl, poor thirds.
S0 YOUng....80 pretty.

{her volce breaks)
Youlll rvardon me... I just can't
‘helpy 1lt...when 1 think of poor
4o poor LR A 3

{she burles her

faece 1n her

handkerchlefl)

(CONTINUED)

52
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116 (CONTINUED )

117 ¥ED. SHOT

NICK
{grimly)
Control yourself!

fxi
b
b

{sobbing)
I can't

A,
T r oo I s R P |
davae ancther ocockiaill

ELiEN

Thank you, zsweet,

KICK
{desperately)
How about dinner?
HLIEN
How can you-all think of feood
gt & time like this? -~

KLCK
Now, ligtenea.

PEILIF

« Nicik. dde goes T0 the head of the

Eller follows nim,

NiCk
Chinch? ... Timmy, ... uery up,
will you? Dinnsr's ready.

down the
bannister -~ &g
he passes Bllen)

(CONTINTED }



Bianca stares.

SLLEN
¥our hands clean?

TINY
(he displays)
Oh, sure.

ELLEN
“we rode a pony in the parid todey...
Vie went to the Toeo...ws tock in
the aguariwz, the planetarium and
a Mickey Mouss.

CEIRCH
{appearing on siairs)
And we had hygisenle hamburgers,
with nuts.

TTMAY
That's gll she thilnks sbout
is feood.

I do nots Let!

Ellen and kids enter the dining room. Blanca turns

Mick.

He strides
monent as

BIANCA
I hate to bring this up agsin,
but when are you going to tell
the children?

WICK
Rignt after dluner. Let's go.

4

forward. Blance rsmalns there puzzled fo
¥a sniters scesne.

RLANCA
{turns to Ma)
Does he ever intend to pressnt
me as thsir aother?

j\’i}i

Well, Niclk's wvery pecuslar.

BIANCA
Yesg, I found that ocutb.

t

*y

&

DISSCLVE oUT

£

o
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118

DINIEG o0y - MIGHT

ssated facine ths klds, Rignce 1"81{053 tho head
table, Hick tho ofher =znd. FKa
Fnilip 18 serving.

geabnd naxt Lo

mEIaEN
ichnlas . do you know Chineh
2ot Bwo rold st:‘rr from her
music beacher?

i

Fu R ts

L A dy

Ty
EERRER N

.=
2Lt
-—Jnv»l« -

Don't you thinli thatls

Kfpv.:;'

IEH

Vouldntt you-all like to hea
Cliinch play for us aflter
dinner?

GIA1HOH

b t o
Toplayr by heart ...
4.1 . -

Live paDpar,.

(n oW TNy Ty Y

[V RN
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118 (CONTIR

MWy

A saitliiz

i!'m no ahow-oif,

=TT

BLLEN
Why, nocody said you were,
T1eamy

s g Ariats
J.I:Li‘.‘.’},

I donitt want to reciitse,

T T TERT
'_‘JJ_J——‘ —szd

well, then you dor't have Loy..
Dentt you want to finish your

hrocool

STV

MO

Then you don't have L0 ses
{turrs to
mothar}
Tsn't he just liks Nlcholas,
when he was a boy?

JusSt,

I like that, Why, I slways
recited ~ I was the
valedictoriar of my class, and
I always rinlshed my broccoldl,

I'11 finish my broccoll but I

s g et
HLLEN
(baams at
ir)
Thatts Talr enouih,



119

Ll LGy O

DISSOLVE IN

[l

INT, LIVING FOOM - NIGHT

Plano music, Chinch is pleying "Speedboat®, a rigorous
study in sceles, Ellen 1s seated near the pilano,
Bianca, exhaunudd, in an easy chalr., Nick ig smokin
pipe. Ma is seated on sofa. Tlmny, at the other

ing a
aid
of theplenc, is glowering, jealous of Chinch,

S

CHING
This is "Speedboat” ...
{as she plays)
NG ses 1 made & mistale e
{she goes all
the way baclk)
MiD, CLOSE 3HOT -~ Bianca ag she's dying of borsdom,.

STANCA
Just pilck up where you lefv
off, 1f you don't mind,

CHINCH
Hy tescher says I musbn't do

(she begins
again and
WOorks up,
stops)

I mede a mistsaks,

ELLEN
You go right back, dariing,

Biance sighs,.

During the playing of "Speedboat’ and slso
possibly during the recital of "Gettysburg
add?@sh“g Biasnea will pick s daisy from a
nearby vase and absently pluck the petals

in the “He loves me, he loves nms not”
Paghion. Nick's attention will be attractsd
and e will follow the chorus so that when
ahe reschss the snd and she geems pleased

s 1t comes oub he loves her, Nick's face
falls =nd e snapes hils fingers,



588

Py
tacizles the v

-~

121 ¥ED, CLOSE SHOT Chinch, as with debtermination she
plano., Bhe’s going hell-bent for lesather.

HED. CLOSE 8HOT - Tigmy, writhing, &
gtand 1t any more. He jumps to his f

Four saore
oy forafath

a
L0

prigl oy,
U i

dood boy!

Fa PR 4 A . 1 o oaple meg
Chinch conbintes plaving while T

- Pl i

fmy recit

U}

2a

{COMPTINTED}
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124 (CONTINUED}
ELLEN
{taking his
hand)
Sorrye Good night, T

Wik

Come along, chiidren.

4

Lrny,

Aiutl
128 MED, CLOSE S5HOT -~ of Ellen and Nick wate
LY0OOD U
BLLEN
Youtlve done a good Jeob, Nick,.
They're nice kids, Thsy're
really qulie wonderiul,

NICK

T like them.

ELLEN

Timmyts just like you

NICK

Oh, he's a bright boy

ELLEN
Qbstinate ... jealous

Nlek?

ELLEY

.

L )

T think the tride's calling

you, Nick.

INT.

BIARCA
(tenderly)
filek, are you coming
darling?

uo 2

o
J.J.--'—rj.g

a3
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127

AL .

Lid ¥ LD OJUN ™ W LAFLla

NICK
In just a minute ...
{turnms to Ellen)

Wnat wsro you saying?

ELLEN
I was geying - Tihmmyts just
like you -~ obstinate ..
jealous.. contrary .. bub
adorables

NICK
(modestly]
Oh, W'e}..l. -

ELLIW
I pity the woman who marries
nim,

WICK
fy?

ELLEN
He's a heart-breaker -~ just
1like you,

NICK
(Indignanbly)
Why, I'm one of the most
faithful husbands thabi ever
lived!

ELLEN
With a wife in every room,

BIANCA'S VOITE
(now a 1ittle
sharper)
Nick, are you ceming up?

Coming right upi

(whizpering;
Are you going to tell her?

(CONTINUED)



127 (CONTINUED)

Sure,

When?

NICK
Tonight ... Bight NOW, s o0 X
coursa, it‘s 7o take
CBCh wes &
FIT“JIJ-."J".\
But youfve got what it btales?
HI0K
Sure,
INT, LANDING - NIGHED
128
BTANCS
(completely out
of patisnae)
Kick, I'm weitling!
INT, LIVING ROCM - WIGHT
129
BLLEY
She's walting,
qICH
'm coming,.
Nick leans forward and kisses Ellen,

BLIEN

You Cazsencval
As he movss forward, she waltches him, smiling.

Aytr3]
{RFE



1anges
"ior PAVORITE WIFEY

J (K}

DISSCLVE IV

INT. LANDING = NIGET

180 Az Nick stands before Blanvs's door. He is obviously
sguirning., He doesn't rellsh the prospect., Hs braces
himself, moves firmly to the door, and then stops, He
hears Bianca‘s veles, and he bends forward %0 hear snd
opans door careiulliy.

RIANCA'S VOICE
And than we drove ALL night ==
—I\LLL : F e
INT . BHEDEOOM -~ NIGHT
121 Bisnea is sested on bed, teslephoning. Her back 1s to
the &oor,
- BIANCA
(hysterically)
Mother, he Just 1znores me....
I've never begen 50 humlilictsd.es
(she ers)
mat? I don't care what lather
dl\luaacutnIlm EDi‘i‘m tO ..Le AV l’lima
I won't =ztand 1t ancther minuts.
122 door, a3 he besms from

NED, OLOSE SHOT - of Nick at
i r

ear Lo sar. His troubleg are over.

133 MED. CLOSE

= of Blsnca as shie hears or feels his
presance.  She g

ares at him, Hisg smile fades,

BIANCA
I'11 oall you back.
ahe hangs up)

Mother,
£
\

NICK
{uncomfortadbly )
How lg your mother?...
{tries agsinj
Your motnsr ig very nlce =~ once
: you get Lo Know hsr,
: BIANCA
E T just want to know one thing --
: . Do you love me?

(CONTINUED)



133 {CONTINUED)

NICK
Blanca, youlre one of the most
atbtractive girls I know, That!s
what my secretary, Miss HRosenthal
sald the time you came down So
the office., And she's mighty hard
te please.

BIANCA
{ecreaming
I'm your WIFE!
NICK
(with court-roonm
manner )
That's what I was coming to.
Blanca, as a lawyer, I watch
Fate play strange tricks ch

Innocent men and women,., Cruel
tricks, BUT === time heals all
wounds. Pretty =mocon thsare are

new interests, new assoccleates «=-

a new 1ife and new hacpiness ww-

and we laugh -~- Yes, we laugh ==

ab waat we thought once was btragedy.

BIANCA
{flinglng herself
down on the bed)
Why do you torturs mo?
{sobbing)

NICK
I just wanted $o explain »=-

DIANCA
You Dbeast! -

NICK
I krnowe==1 KNnow..s

BIANCA

{flinging the

leopard robe aside

as her eye lights

en it)
Wnen I think how I shopped all
sfternoon untll I was exhausted
for a surprise for youw--and you
won't aven put 1t on.

{CONTINUED)



133 (CONTINUZD)
NICK
I'1l put it on-=-only please
don't cry.
(he puts it on)

Struggling 1ntc the robe. The robe dosasn't fit

k]

BIANCA

Meking up to that Southern snipl
Just s 17 I weren't thers.

{she turns to

him with new

attack)
For the love of Heaven, tell moew-
what!s wrong with ms?

NICK
Therel!s nothing wrong with you.
fancsz, belleve mew--under other
circumstances-=-=who knowg? Iet
me explain, Blanca---only plcass
stOpxgrying.

BIANCA
What's there to explaln?

NICK
You gegm=wlicll~==Now lisbten very
oarefullj. This is not golng to
be easy for elther ons of usc..
Are you listening?

BIANCA
Ve g
(sniffling a
1ittle bit)

) NICK
That'!s better, Now [irst
. let me say that I nad n
Well, would you?

(Bilanca looks up)

I mean~~-Wwell, let me start Irom

the beginnlng., Once there was &

men wno met a girl., He'd kesn living
alone for culite some time, He told
her that he loved her and in th
natural course of svents, he marrled
the said girl.

{CONTINUED)
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“ T

R 5

{CONTINUED)

SHITTED.

=

bl
£

BIANCA
g you Ltrying to say?

5ICK

then quiczly
1.1 TLEB!S LOFr YMf ...
rlght back,



135 CLOSE 8407 ~ at door, As Nick ovens the door and reveals
cled pgentlemen, one Johmmson,

an earnest and bespacta

JOHNSON
I'm awfully sorry to be intruding
on you at this hour, tubt I'm
Johnson of Arericarn Life and
Aceldent Assurance. I hiad the
privilege of mesting yo
Kiwanis ther Fourth of

get-fogethsr
1y last.

3
A f

-,
it

as Jonnson

T

138 TRUCKING 3207 -
to the llving haletel
N
T nepa youlll forgive me for
rouging you from your bed
NICK
{fervently}
E:Ot &t ali_t Gl?d 'YOL‘L CHINZ .
INT., LIVIEC ROOM - HIGHT
137 MED., LONG SHOT.

¥ICK
(continuing)
8it down. Lay awhlilis.

JOHN30ON

Thank you.

R ) : e N
Belng a methodical man, Jo-nzon opens his bris
Lakas out napsrs,

NICX
What can I do for you®
(CONTINUED)
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[
o

0

© 138 (CUNLLNUS]

CLOSE SHOT

™o 3HOT

U
JOHNSON

Mr. Arden =~ have you recsived
any communication from your
firat wife, Ellen Wagstaff Arden?

{startled)
Eh?

JORN3OH

Letter - telegram - tealephone?

{before Nick

can answar)
Noeas Just as I thought!

{very plessed)
My distrlct manager, Mr. Pusey,
1a one of those fuss-budgety types
who likes to check everything.
Of course, it's customary %o
check when the company hsaa pald
out s large sum of monsy «w~
but this 1s ridiculous,

NICK -
What are you driving at?f

- JONNSOon.

J OHNSON

He clslims they have a report --
a rumor really <« that a woman
answering the general description
of your firast wife wos rescusd
by a Porfuguess Ifrsighter, as was
also a young men answering the
general degcription of Stephen
Burkett, the gentleman who was
rgported drowned with har.

{puts down

report ~ adjusts

glasses)
Absurd, isn't 149

NICK
Tould you mind saying That
again?

JOHNSCH

Please don't be angry with me. |
| {CONTINUED} e
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142

143

144

INT. UPPER CORRIDOR - NIGHT I

Nick siridss determinedly toward Ellents room. 4s he
reaches Blanca's room, fearful of disturbing her, he
tip-toes., Her door opens.

mThLT &
BIANCA
et 4 o 1
(whispering)
Mick?
RNICK
f - —_—
vabsently)
Yes®? Wnat ig 1.9
I./._.ga f\.)“‘;
T -
i\fia}t\.!
NICK
;W’ﬂ k) I’ [ ]
152es sl )
Gl Just A minutel

quiubl;)

- [P I S
Itve zot to tallk to my meothar,.

Bianca watches him stupelisd ag he hurrles forward., Nic
moves on, turns the corrider. He looks back. No sound.

THUCKING SHOT - 1t is dark ss Nick tiptoes nis way with
an occeglonal creak, heading Tor Ellen's room. As he
vroceads most caubiously, he stumbles over a pair of
Timmy's roliler siates. He swears softly.

INT. CHILDFEN'S BEDROQU- NIGHT

CLOSE SHOT « Timmy in bed, =Hi
gleam into the darkness. Le sit
CAMERA FOLLOWS him to Cainch's
simple expedient of peoking her

ves are wide open and
up, and gets out of bed,
' Iie wakes her by the

T Tn g T
L

3h. . Burglars!

Hun?

Timay goes hto the door and Chinch follows, CAMERA FOLLOWS
them, He opens the door cautlio ley.
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.

145 Shecting from door of cnildrents ro
cnlldrents eyes, we 8¢z the back of
tipteeing down the hall to Ellen's

148 CLOBE SHOT - at Rilenls cdoor, 45 Y
the unob and snters,

1477 LOSLE SHOT - at nmursery door an the
ther.

45
p

149 she blinks.
o
How can you
this? Dresaming of Adam, 1
auppose?
folam?
1 ‘:T)'C - .

Cam omryl Dvel

N

xes%-on ﬂftn thhe ins
investigator.

¥nocik

L
i
[
it
T
E‘;’
2y
-

[l

Mick walks to

CONTINUED)

Lok at zach

he



Ellen laughs, aff~scene.

MICK {conttd)
#nat are you laughing at?

131 TWC SHOT,

i
]
&)
h

You, darling,

{1 *wiohqlv)
How 2o you iLhink
look when this st
-w my wif'e and th

7

'm ogoling Lo
ry comes out
& man alone
o gn lsland {or seven years,

Yic didn't srrang
just bappened.

L1l bet it did.

ELLEN
W1lLll you pleass get that
out of your sye?

i....%
&
o
=

HICK
Wny 4ién't you tell me about him?

Beceuse I knew you'd carry on
Just the way youlre carrying
0N nOW.

HICK
Thatls no excuse,.

THT T OTRT
i Ll!

I wanted to pick the right time
to Tell you -

BT
3 i

Thsrses never will be a right

time -- seven vears on an islandl
Do you mean to tell me he dldn't
molesst you in any way?

{CONTINUED)}



ELLELN
How could he? The poor fellow
nroke his lep trying to zet onr
boat through the surl, He was
X

Lald up for six months.

}...-.
ikt
%!

7T T Bl TEY N an g P R oy § Pl
SED. ZLOZE 5007 -« as ZEllien swings out ol bed,

that
T
oYl o) ehra
ngd in
ontl
And nushand
of L=z I carry on
man who wounidn't
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154

CLOSE SHOT -~ ELLEN

ELLEN

How long does 1t take to tell
a woman! My wife's come backea.
I ¢an say it 1in less than flve
gaconds. You'lve had two days.

(hresks)
Oh, Nlck ... You don't want to
tell her...

{with = choke)
That's why you're pilcking o
poor Adam ... ANy excus

She watches him furtively to ses the aoffect,

TWO SHOT

NICK
{moves to her)
Now == now == don't cry, Bllen ...
I'm 307PY »e. You czn’'t blame me..
It was a Dit of = shock hearing
about Burkett from that man ...
Vhat was I to think?

ELLEN
You'd always think the worst of
70 .

NICK

Yinere is e now?

ELLEY

NICK
You know who I'm talking aboutbi

ELLER
gh =~ noor &Ldam? 3tilil jealous
of poor hAdaml  Gsntle, harmless
Adem -- He lives at the Y.M.C.A.



et L Lo A e A e e g
NICK
The Y.M.C.A.?

ELLEN
Yes, he always lives st the
Y.M.C.h. He's a ¢lsan~liiving,
upright, 100% Amerlican and e
gentleman, Is there anything
more I cen asy?

ELIEN

EWFSRY ]

When do vou teil her?

e
MLoK

(exzsperated)
Good night.

(he closss

the door)

Timmy ~ whab are you dolng here?

ELLEN
Good night.
INT. GORRIDOX - NIGHT
% 155 ¥2D, PULIL SHOT =~ as Nick turns, he sess Timmy and Chinch.
g NICH
§

126 CLOSE SEOT - the children, mors puziled than ever, 100k
at each other - completely perplexed at Nick's bshavior =-
and Timmy shrugs his shoulders. CL¥ERA PULLS BACK to
inzlude HNick.

KICK
(Plustersd)
This is reo time of the nlght
for you to e iramping around
the house. Go back %to ved.

CHINCH

He thought vou were a burglar.
KICK

H#ell, I'm not +.. off to Ted with

TOU,

"The children do not move. Thsy Jjust sbtarg sgaln.

[ aFat ik mietrnb oW




157

1568

156 (CONTINUED)

They rack

Shanges
MY FAVORITE WIFR"

NICK {cont'd)
Didn't you hear ma? What's
wrong with you?®

slowly sway., Nlick suddenly stops

NICK (cont'ad)

Oh - uh ~ children -

(they pause)
Uh =~ 1if the subjsct should sver
come up, you 4Aldn't sse ne hare
tonight.

(the children

stare, further

puzzled; Nick

flounders)
We undsratand - the three of us -
hut the others might not,

TIMMY
Inderstand what, Daddy?

NICK

The situstion, What I mean to
say 18t Don't mention our
1ittls talk here ...

{he 1s sweating)
You're supposed to he aslesp -
I'm suppossed Lo be asleep - and--

(pointa)
Wall -~ wefra all supposed to be
&8188p = and we are asleep.

12/21/3¢
78

them,

CLOSEUP ~ the children, more then ever puzzled,

MED. CLOSE

SHOT

NICX
Well, good night, children ...
off to ted, and don't make sny
nolse., On your way ... And,
oh yes = for being good children,
I'm golng to glve you sach a new
shiny quarter in the morning,

Slowly they exit, stlll staring.



79
INT., CORKRIDOR ~ NIGHT

159 He walks down, very much disturbed. He rounds the
corridor.

186C He opens his room, snesks Into bathreom. He gathers
up hls clothes in a bundle, furilvely, and starts
tipteeing out,

181 As he tiptoes down, Blanca's door opsnsg.

BIANCA
Now where are you golng?

KICK
{quickly -
whispering)
The Y.¥.C.h.i
{he hurries
down)

CAMERA STALYS on Bianrca. This i3 toe pmucn for her, She
almost moans in pein.

PADE QUT
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INT. OFFICE BUILDIKG - DAY

Docr marked -~ "Price, Lyman, Hunnsler, Landon, Maclahon

snd Arden.” As secretury opens the dooﬂ with & Mey.
She taltes off her cont and then wiilkts teward the deor
mariked "Mr. Arden.® Nick's volce can be heard as she
entersg.

INT. NICK'S O

She stops, surprised arnd throushout the sceneg casts
’ - il * e L] o
WQnde?Lr" alances at hnn gtitire. fick, his leopard
skin Pobe over him, is sested at nis deslt, There ars
F
several open telephone books before him...a half~enten
sandwich and & wax z2eiffee conuvaliner,

Hats not t“m”n - Thanks =
{he hanq% up)
Good mornin ¥Miss Hosenthal,
I want vyou o find g 3tephen
Burkstt -- drop everything
else, It's very imporiant.
I'va called all the hotels ==
cal}l the country clubs ~-- the
ments clube -~ Lhe sthletis
ciubs -~

SECRETARY

1
The Y.M.C

{ shouting)
Ko! I trisd ths
aven heard of

The secretary retrests, bubt stops at the door to cast
another glance st the robe, FHe gets it - then shoutgy

NICK {cont'd)
And pet me 3cme clothes.

SECRETARY
Yes sir.

DISSOLVE

AT, PACIPIC CLUB - DAY

ONG SHOT - Nick can bz seen entering the impressive
Pacific Clur. The buildiﬁg ia pretentious and is
nerched on the palisades overlooking the coean.

DISSOLVE QUT
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fd

87

168

DISSOLVE IN "1

INT, LOBBY - PACTRPIC CLUB - DAYV

MED. SHOT ~ house telephone stand, Nick is talking into
one of the house phones,

NICK
Are you sure Mr, Burkett isn't
in his room? =~ I s22. Then
wlil you Sry pagling him, plzase?
-~= Thank vou,

Niock stands a moment at
the distance the voize

PAGE RBOY'S VOICE
Paging Mr., Burkett ... FPaging
Mr. Burkett ...

The boy comes into the sceoneg gz Nick still holids the
phone .

.

PAGE ROY {cont'd)
Paging Mre. Burkett ...

Nick puts the recelver back cn the hook, spins aboub and
starts fellowing the page boy, carefully.

BEXT., GARDEN = DAY

PAGE BOY
Paging Mr. Burkett ...
Paging Mr., Burkett ...

The boy advances Toward swimming pcol. Hiclk follows.
Pack of Nick, a huge volce booms oubs

T kv, mim
DUREKETT

Rizght hera, 3on.

MED. CLCSE SHQOT - Nick as ne moves glowly to look at hils
nems Il S,

MED. CLOSE SHOT - Burkett, towering above him. Hs's
dressed in bathrobe and is prebity impressive,
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172

Ltwe

and

Y
20Y
Telephone for you, This way
piaase ..,
burkett 1lizhtly vaulls cover a bar leading to the pabh,
N¥ick watchas, gwsllows ... 48 Burkett moves forward,
bourists ladiss ogls h
Is ist I
SECGHD LADY
L dont't think 2o, Hartha... 2
don't tnink 30.
Hick apyrosches their Labls,
FIRST LADY
Youns man -~
L.
NICK
Huht
FIRIST LaDY
Isn't thet Jonnny Welsmullsr?
MED, CLOSE SHOT of Purkebt as he tacklss the telerphone,
BURKETT
(booming)
HZ—)__:E,O [N ] 116110 " ra ThETETS
nebody on thlg lins, son ...
nut ~=
(takes hls
hathrobe off)
They'll call again,
Ha moves Lo this ool
¥ED. CLC3IE SFOT - of Nick, asg na wabches, fasuinate
apparently,
LONG 3H0T - Burketi, beauvifully Hullt, ascanas ths
lower diving board. He leaps from the diving board
catchnes the rings in mid-air,



WY PAVORITE WIFE? 85

173 CLOSE SHOT - as the flgure swirls through an intricate
movement, every mussle showing.

174 MED. CLOSE SHOT - Nick, as his head moves from left to
right with Burkett's movements.

175 MED, CLOSE SHOT - Burketlt, as his c¢hest expands Lo the
breaking point,

17¢ MED. CLOSE 3HOT - Nick, as he stares, horrified,

177 LONG SHOT - as Burkebt completes a complicated maneuver,
73 LONG SHOT « as the spectators burst intoc sponbtaneous
applause. “

179 MED, CLOSE SHOT - as Niek feebly Joins in applauss,

180 LORG SHOT - flgure still swinging.
DISSOLVE

INT. SHCOE STORE ~ DAY

180s  MED., SHOT - Ellen is seated trying on shoes - 2 meek 11ittl.
man 18 fitting her - she 1g studying him thoughtfully,
After a few looks - Ellen asks:

ELLEY
What do you do at lunch timel

LITTLE MAN
Have lunche

: ELLEN
i Well, could vou skip 1t today w-
’ if I made it worih your while?

{CONTINUED}




180a {CONTINUED) 84

181

182

LITTLE MAN
{lLooks around -
then cauticusly)
Yes,

ELLEN
(softly)
Mset me outside In front in
fiftesn ninutes -- 111l explain
the whole thing.

DISSCOLVE

INT. NICK'S OFFICE -~ DAY

Nick is seated at his desk, examining a legal document.

He stares down at 1t, The figurs 1s swinging through a
maze of "Wheresses." He slams his hand down on the paper.
Hls telephone rings, He reaches for 1tf.

NICK
Hellos ©h, yes, Judge -- Well,
1t's my consiZBiered oplnion that
there's only one thing ©0 A0=-w

Flgure begins swinging before his eyes.

NICK (contl'd)

Let me call you back,

(hangs uwp, plcks

up inner-office

phone }
Miss Rosenthal, I'm not in to
aryone. I'm In conference,

{hangs up)

He adopts the pose of Rodin's "Thinker." Now the figure

starts swinging fast, faster, faster. Nick 1s obvicusly
going orazys

DISSOLVE

OMITTED



INT, NICK'S OFFICE -~ DAY &g

183 Flgure moving very slowly, indicating Nick ls exhasusted.
Buzzer buzzes., He plecks 1t up.

NICK
{barks)
Yesd,ese Whot Mlas Wagstaffi

Send her ine.
Nick rises. Door opens and Ellen enters.

ELLEN
H81l0ess» L hope I'm not
interrupting anything lmportant.

Hick merely glares at her.

ELLEN {(cont'd)
I'm awfully sorry about last
night, Nick ~= really T am, I
don't blame you for vging
susplicicus, I should have told
NAS* T

{stops)

Have you a little ftime to spare?

NICK
wWhy?

ELLEN
Because I thought, if you did
nave a little time, you could
ggse Mr. Burkett right now. I
brought him. Hel's outside.

{CONTIRUED)



183 |CONTINUED) ) s
NICK

{Qumbfounded )
Bring him in.

ELLREH
{(undsr her hraatl
48 ghs starts for

P 3 A )
t this thing seitiad

a

184 ¥eD, CLOSE 3707 - of 2 litvle olid =an, who bHlinks,
2% ne snters, of f yachting ocape.
185 MED, SHOT - Eilen is betwesn the two nmen.

T, T TN
ELLEY

Steprnen, this is Niclk.

188 ¥ED, CLOSE SECOT - of Hick as he just sigres from the
old man Lo Ellen, who smiles at hi

Wick
i3 Mr. Burksttl

3

So ond

-
ey

-

Uh~hih.

NICK
Adami

[ =]

]
!

OLD MAN

:
H
B
|2

This is 2 plessure, Hr. Arden.
I've heard 5o ruch aboulb Yo,
¢

NICK
3it down, Adam.




OLD MAHN
rgally haven't very mach time.

[

I
Ity on my way to the Usographic

Scclety for a very imporstant
mestings I'y makine a report
of the fiora and fauna ws found
an the island,

LD MALY {conttd)
1 by tihie
aivald
resatiton
COWmAnY
NICK
We all wish ws had our ilves bo
Live pver again.
QLD KAN
Eh? Quits gsoa.ee @ulte so. EHve -
said you had some questions %o
aek ma, Mr, Arden.
ELLTH
Vas. He has.
{to Hicyk)
Ask him. Ask him anything.
WICK
HGa.as o Quesitions, MHrs Buritett.
o questilons.

Elien Teams.

QLD MAY
{lockinz =t Ellen
Then I'11 run along, shall TY

ELILEN

tust you ¥




e
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186 {CONTINUED)
CLD MAN
Goodbyse, Mr., Arcden.

NICK
Goodbyse, 0ld mane.... thankes for
coming ape It was vary
enlightening.
(re looks at Ellen)

I'm =¢ =2
take weou to
Pacific Club,

DISSOLVE

EXT., GARDEN - PACIFIC CLUB - DAY

iB7 Hek and Ellen are seated g% table, ready for lunch.
The walter brings two cockialls.

RELLEN
{toasting her
drink)
1711 tell you what ~ to no
more suspicionsi Iaith and

truste

N1k
Paith == and trusti

They drink.

BLLEN
If married peoples can't be
frank, who can? After alil

{CONTINUZD)



st

SO L L WE DLUOET L Ll L s .
What are you stuaring at, darl ~=-

Shs stops midway, as vﬁice hack of ner aszail
Burkett and waiter wall. into scens, Ellen's
Burkette.
BUFKEDT
Hoe«s 1ot ready for lunch yeh ==
Nead & few nip-ups to shimulate
the gastric juicss!
He strides past, making his way to bhe dliving
NICK
Isn't that Johnny Welsmullep?
ELIEN
o ?

HICK
O, youlwve Doon awaYess L0OU
wouldn't know... Fleture star,
Tarzani Beautiful bodyes.
Beautiful man..s Very strong..
Swings from 1limb to limb...
Cigarette?

fe offers her case, lights it for her. Zllsn

puff and puts it out,

NICK {conttd)
vreihiers he goest 01

She takss cigarette, takes ons puff and puts
Ellen studies Hick's face, turns slightly.

EXT,. HIGH DIVING BOARD - PACIRIC CLUB - DAY

A3 Burkett poises, and does an sxcsodingly compl

diva, with a snlash.

EXT,. GARDEN -~ PACIFIC CLUB - DAY

k)

Nick gnd Ellen seabed at fablse,

HICK
Clguretis?
{he lights itf)

Shall we ordeyr lunch?

tue sirp,
ack isg Lo
Loard,.
takes ons
L ocuba

icated

(CONTINUED)



189 {(CONTINUED)
ELLEN
Tt nop very nungry.
{she pubs cut

A

clgaratia)

3
Thought you wars Y 33
Anything btake vour appet

" L
ZWayT

3he Taps the cigarette untll the btebacco falls outb,

X0, BEIGH DIVIIG BOARD - DACIPIC CGLUB - DAY

190 Ag Burksth does stili anciher dive,

EXT. GARDEY - PACIFIS CLUB - DaY

191 Nick and Ellen soatbed at table,

BTLEN

NiCK

T e e T
a4

LXT, HICH DIVING BOARD -~ FACIFIC CLUZD - DAY

192 A8 Burkebt puts his hand to ghade “is eyss. Yo thinks
fa =
g wr

EXT, GARDEN - PACIFIC

il

: ek 8 Allen seabed st banle. Eilar nd own undar
183 Nick and 311 aabad st bavle len bends 4 2gm
table to avoilid Burketti,
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194 lolsidasi STl a0 Lile Lz, Llne AMah e fa a e

TLLEN

PN JL )

dropped my gloves,

T

WICK
No, you didn't, They're on
the tab

L sha wmoves

1 1, ] N
her head up)

195 THQ SEOST - a2t hable,
Vindicating
the gloves)
Thers tney arel

e foll A
Yes., S0 they ava,
! - Iy
VBigha, triss
to amile}

From thie water the head of Burk . e pulls
nimgelf up to the table, showl ver: cle. Mick
rises politely. Ellen swallows,., Durketft shales himsslf,
A few drops fall on Wick, He brushes himsell off,

EURFETT {conttd)
ng & few nip-unas, IMm
0 se2 you, Lve -

telaborate
Won't you -~ pressnt

: + 3 ™1
COOHTINURD



LRV AW L LW N

Wailter aporoaches,

He looks
beginsg to

at Eillen,

{extending

a webt hand)
Burkett's the name. Why,
hagnl't Eve --

NICK
rprupting)
oid wyou say

i

tinter
Rurle=tt?
Buriztt?

NICK
viping his hand
with napkin)

.
,‘:4

dow very odd! ..., Wen't you
WF o
ITwneh with us, Mr., Burkett?

SURKEDT

{ stomach}
ﬁnxr man is erying for

Burkett returns

NICK (conttd)
1 crder now, Henri,

s

tH
i

-

bt

who, not knowing what

to do,
Nick glares,

laugh,

EERRI
I recommend the squab en
cascarole, ¥r, Arden., T%
ig very delicicus,

HICK

Ellen¥

ELLEN
I just thought of tha®t poor
1ittle old man I dragged up
to your offige -
{she chortles)

{CONTIYUED])

with his bathrobs

asvdden

w1

[
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197

(=]

29!

¢9]

Sie nod

Sy

{to Durlett
Squal appeal to

oW conling o

THEZE SHOT

nERRI

It1l heve filet miznon., We'll
arder the degasrit later.

HENRI'S VOICE

o ARLA
ot mignon, lan, you'lre
ning your natural

lerml
inhsritance, Accumuliating
voeilsens., That's all vou'rs
Jdoing "
NiCK
iy health is exeellant, thank you,

o 1. S 2 P Fal . H .
- Hiev's aconized face as he locks

4 - - . 3
in one movement and 117t

down ai

=3

o



£,

CLOSE SHOT - Ellen, as she laughs,

The Group, as Burkett puts Nick down.,

BUEKETT
How = Can you do that to me?

Ellen still laughs hysterically.

NICK
Mrs. Arden ns3s a very profound
sense of humor,

ELLEN
{choking)
I'm sorry, MNick -- bul you
looked so funnyl

NICK
That was Mr., Burkett'ls ldea.

BURKETT
Youtlve got me wrong, old man.
I was Just showing you what a
man can do on & dist of raw
vegetatles and frults --
naturets own food.

NICX
Would you like a drink?
Tigerts milk?

BURKETT
(grinning)
Now ~ don't be angry. I won't
plck you up again.

NICK
Thank you.



202 CLOSER SHOT - there 1s m silence., Ellen locks at
Nick warily. Nick looks off with what he hopes 1s a

poker face. Burkett grins. Ellen looks at Burkett
and grins, too. Nick smilles, bltterly.

BELLEN
My husband thinks we were not
all we should have been on the
island, and arranged this -~
this - meeting te ifrap ua Into
a confesslion.

NICX
(enraged)
Jugt & moment --

ALLEN
He's a very clever lawyer --
so bewarel I'm golng to be
awfully foxy.

BURKZ=TT
I've got nothing to hilde.
{turns to Nick)
After all, it's up to you to
declide which wife you want.

NICK
{looking
furtively about)
Whatt's that to you?

BURKETT
I1td 1like to marry Eva.

NICK
(enraged)
Oh, wyou would, would you?

BURKETT
The Lurline sails on Friday --
in exsctly forty-elght nours.
T want to finlsh the expedition
tnat I started seven years sgo,
becsuse I'm the kind of man who
finishes what he starts. And
I want Eve by my sidse.



T SR

202

205

206

CLOSE SHOT - Burkett, as he leans forwarn earnestiy.

RURKETT
I've known your wife for
seven years, and no man could
ask for a better companion,
a truer friend, or a more
charming piaymate.

CLOSER SHOT

Thanlt vou, Adam.
{to ¥ick)
Isni't he impulslve?

CLO3E SHOT - Burkett.

BURKET

If it's of any importance fo
you, I must in egll falrness to
your wife add that we have
nothing to reproach ourselves
for during those ssven years.

(he takes up

g carrot)

MED. CLOSE SHOT - the tnree.

NICK
You hsven'ti

BURKEDT

{grinning}
S0 -~ just make up your mind,
old man.
ELLEN

(rising - seriously)
In other words, Nick, Lif you
don't want her, he wanis her...
Now if ycu gentlemen will sxcuse
me -- Somehow I nave the feeling
T'm guite superfluous here.
Nobody seems fo think 1t's
ilmportant to asik me what I want,
or whom I wanUaes.

{slmost con the

verge of tears)
Just let me tell you this ~- I
dontt care what elther of you
decide.., I'm perfesctly able
to take care of myself.

(CONTINUED)
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206 (CONTINUED)

She turnsg sboutb

hastily and ghspg into

whe foeF o

27

Niek seats himzell sand atarts unlacing hils shoes.
Burkett plunges Into pocl to rescus %Wllen, as a very
Cilsguisbted Hick starts Lo 2us hig silogs back on,

DISS0LVE

INT. BURKETT'S ZEDIR00M - DAY

207 MED, CLOSE SHOT -
bed, sheet coveri

-= 5O L

i

ng Ner,

ELLEN

And T was Teellinp so dignifisd

nwardly dramatic!

Miclkt looks atb her.

{a
You ald
halsf

BURKETT
Gmiringly)
a4 periect onz and a

,\: T

NI
fglares at
Stephen)
And vou == now about gsuiling
some clothes on,.
BURKETT

!
I gy

Lf e A i s

Be wii

4
L7

L

. w .
Hioy atoarss avn
( o
P
o
1T
wolat?

{beaming)

Jorgoti

to Zllen)

you in a minute,

(CONTI

Ellen, Burkett and Nick., ®llen 1s 1

NUED)

b

.
-



e

207 (CONTIWUED)

NICK
{picking up
wet clothes)
Here you are,
{hands themn
to valst)

VALET
in wonder)
gen ralning today,

r mind thet. Hurry along
3 gelt those cloth

and pressed and 390
ontt stand there!

L

VALET
To finish the articles you
roqgwast will fake a few hours
~~ at least,

ELLEE
O, dears
:

VALET
And the hat =~ the hat is
finished -~ dzadi

ILLEN
Poor hat! And it was so young
~- 30 beautifull

NICK
{to valet)
Step on itl

Valet disappears, utterly mystilied and coweds

BLLEN
{ruefully)
I'm afrald you'll have to go
ome and 39t me a change,

g2 and a nab.

{CONTINUED)

o



207 (CONTINUED)}
ELLEN
And shoes -- and stockings -
and undsrthings, Mother can
agsenble themn,

Nick starts for the door talking,

H2 ogens the door just as Purkett leis hnimsell in from
the other room., He ig fully drassed &nd most atiractive.

% oM
::LQQJ,

5 P -
el g ers 4 aml A
man !

“u

(looks quicekly
at Burkett
and then
imploringly
at MNick)
¥Nick, either cone in or gat outs
Buyg dow'* stand thsr

{gwallows; wl

‘as* 100K atb
Burkett}

I*11 ue right backs

He strides out, cloges the door behind him,

INT, COREIDOA -~ DAY

=208 48 he takes a few stzps and s
urkett. He z023 back. Ho sb

Lopse He suddenly remembers
Lons 1
ns opaens the door quilckly, sud

at deor, listens. Then
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ol "

INT, BURKETT'S BEDROGOM - DAY

MED. SHOT ~ Ellen, Burkett and Nick.

ELLEN
Baclk so soon?
{she smiles
st him)

urkett sitting in a chaire

gl
bt ]
r.n!
e
=
L
&
o
i)
Ly

BURKETT
orget something, old man?

ri]

WICK
Wy ~- ult -~ ow would you like
to coms along with nie == for

the rida?
BLLIEN
He'g lowe itt
.
BURKETT

- {grinning
at nsr)
Shall I order a cab?

NICK
Do you ride in cabs? Or do you
just trov alongside?

Burkebt laughs hsartlily.

DIS30LVE

INT. BIANCA'S BEDROOM - DAY

CLOSE SHOT -~ Table, with several books -« "Conguest of
Timldlsy" +.. "Marriage in One Veolume" ... Hand 1is
rif{ling the pages. CANZSRA PULLS BACK to disclose Dre
Kohlmar, middis-aged, keen-~eysd, bsspectacled. RBianca
is seated, nervously zullinge.

DOCTOR
Contlinue +es I am listening.

(CONTINUED)
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210 (CONTINUED)
RIANCA
Well, doctor, there 1sn't much

more. Today ~-
{ahe stops}

DOCTOR
Yos, what happened today?

e n
BIAUCA
Ha

-

He 4idn't comes bome at alll
didﬂ! t Q&},lto IS

DOCTOR

IMEENa o s

THO SBHOT -~ favoring Blanca.

211 4
RIANCA

bl
EI:E

{imploringly)
Doctor, what do dmu think it

conld ba?

i._l

DOCCTOR
Thers ars hundreds such cases.

DEIAKCA
Really?
(CONTINUED)



o

L VIRV,
it'e not at all unusual.

BIANCA
But doctor, whet am T going to
do? -
DOCTCR

Relax -- or you will be the
patient, not your ausband.

BIAHCA
dow can I - relax?

DOCTOR
For one thing ~- I'd stop
reading these bkooks,..

BIAKCA
O

DOCTOR b
And, of course, 1t's imporitent
that T should talk to your
husband. Most important. I
suggeat that you arrangs that
we meet soclally. Then 1 can
study him, uncbzerved -~ and
really help you.

BTANCA
On, doetor, I can't tell you
how grateful I am to you..,
I'm a wreck...

DOCTOR
Now ==~ now =- calm yourself.
This 1s going to taks patlence
and understanding ~-
{loocks at his wateh)
“ell, I must be golng.

BIANCA
T111 go down with vou, Doctor.

TOCTOR
o «« no -~ 1t wontt he necegsary.
It1l just get my hat.

Blanca opens corridor door and atops.
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et e B e e et N ket

Nick L3 tiptoeing down the corrider, carrying a small
aultease,

He's on his way to Ellen’a room,

BIANCA
Nick]

raallzing he's caught, turnsg slcwly.

BIANCA {con*t'4d)
Niek, where have you been?
Where are you goling?

NICK
Just getting some clothes for
a friend of mine, He's
dewnastalrs in the car,

Dector emerges from Blanca's bedroem, Nick stares at

BIANCA
¥ick, this 1s Doctor Kohlmar,
Ee's golng Yo help us +, It's
a1l right .. He knows ..

NICK
Huh?

BTAKCA
Thnere ere tundreds sguch cases ..
It's not mt all unusual,

NICK
It's becn 8 vpleasure, Dootor,
vut if you'll excuse me, I'11l
get on with my packing ..«

He mpves forward and rounds ths corrldor,.

BIANCA
You ges, Dostor?

DOCTOR
{thoughtfully)
Hrmm 4 e
BTANCA

Ee juast doesn't make sense,
Semetimes I think I'm golng
mad - stark, staring mad!  PANTTAITITY 4



POCTOR
Now == now -~ not at all
unusual., The mood and pose
are characterlstlc of the
frustrated individusl, If I
may make & suggestion -~

g 212 {(LUNYLNVRLy

BIANCA
(tremulously)

Yes, Docuor?

LOCTOR
You juat rzgtesoI11l wander 1n
on your husband casually and --
talk things over,

BIARCA

Please, Doctor. [ don't care
what you do -- but plesase do
zome thing!

OCTOR
Therg =~ thers -«
{moves forward) ~
INT, EILEN'S ROOM ~ DAY
215 Nick 1s fumbling with Ellen's clethes in closet. Pinally

he plcks cut a dress, and 2 hat, He sticks the hat on
hig head and puts the evening dress agalinst him, ag he
stares intoe the mirror. He stares harder., The face of

Doctor Kehlmar is visible, Nick turnd.

NICK
Toink it matchea?

214 LOSE SHQT - Doctor and Nick. Docbor nods gravely.

NICK
Blue zoes wifth blus.

DOCTOR

{ CONTINUEL ]



DOCTOR
(gravely)
I see.

NIOK
Hel's downstalrs,.

RICK {cont'd)
ltmows f2ll in the poo]

Givl he 1 1.
He nasds 4 complate change, 3o
there you ars,

(he vicks up sultcass)

LOST0R
T underatand,

Nick exlits into corrlder, followed by Deoctor.

TNT, CORRIDOR - DAY -

218 Niok dashes down ths stairs. He i1s pursued by the doctor
Tvery once Iln a while he loolks back, like the Littlie fox
at the hunt and continues his dash for the front door.
Bianca hsurs the disturbhance, enters ths corrider and
follows Cdown after them.

BIANCA

il

Hickl

NICK
{(lcoking back)
Iftve zot to go. Must rusht

BIANCA
Where are you going?

NICK
To the Supreme Court. Part
thres. Mozt Important case in
my carser.

{rushess oubt the
front deoor)

Jv—



Burkett ls paclng up and cdown the Front of the
house bezlde the cab. Nilck comes rushing out the
door, followed hy the doctor and Blancsa.

BIANCA
Nick., I'm scrry hut T must
asty you to stay.

NICK
Gan't, I can't let my client
down. It's a wvery grave charge,
Extortion!

Burkett looks aon dumbfounded,

RTANCA
T inslat! T want to talk to
rou, Nick.

Burkett seta wind of the situstion and sgharts to “alre
the sutfcaas from ¥ick,

SURKETT
Look here, old man., I den't
really need you. L1'11 defend
myaself,

NICK

{glaring at nim;
turns to Blanea)

Do you want me te lose my

practice? Ruin my career?

EURKETT
Now, really old man, I'11 be
well taken care of, o
{he Pivmly grabs 6,
the sultcase)
I'11 take the law books,

BIANCA
Thank you. The fact 1s, I don't
think Nick!s et all well, 1T
want Doctor ¥Xohlmar %o loock him
over,

WIRKETT
Yas by all mesns -~ He looks
bad -- I think he should stay
in hed,
(starts for the cab)

NICK
: Walt a minuts,
{CONTINUER), ore -

R



. ' BURKETY 107
Goodbye, old man,.

NICK
{shoubs
after him)
You tell the Judge I'1l be
o ¢ in fifteen minubes!

s
nor

URKETE
131 3211 ner,

The cab drives off, Wick looks afber it, tums ang
gtarts for the house,

INT, HALIWAY — ARDEW FOIE - DAY

217 fieck enters to Rianca and Dr, Kohlmar, who back away as
he comes toward themn,

NICcK
Now what do you want? What do
you both want? Can't 2z man
come intc hiz ovn bome without
being splied upon?

BIANCA
Welre only ftrying Lo help you,
Mick. _
(very solicitously)
Dontt vou wand to go uvpstairs
and lle downm?

Dockboy nods gravely and takes nis amm,.

WICK
(brushing ths
docborts arm off)
I dontt want to lle down,
{he rises in
hysteria)
I dontt need 8 dostor, Itve
been trying to tell you m-

BIAMCA
{very gently)
Tryving to tell ne what, Hicl?

NICH
I'm married!

(CONTINUEB ). . o



217 (CONTINUED)

RS
BIANCA

{she loolks at
doetor, who nods)
0L course you are,

BT TE
IR VIAY

I meenn ¥ was married when I
married you.

I know that, darling,

I mean my wifels not dead, She
didn't drown ~- she fell in the
pool. I was gelttling her soms
clothes,

Bilenoca looks at the doctor ana the doctor ncds and it is
evident from their expressions that they are convinced
Wick 18 orazy.

NICK {contld)
The fallow thsat was here -=- he
wad on ths igland with her,
Theyl!re at the Pecliic Club
and Il've got to go there,

Back of HNick we see bwo policeman and a detective enter,

BIANCA
Yas, dear, I understond., Wh
dontt vou lle domn?

1

%]

NICK
(baffled)
She came to the hotel -~ you
mow, the honeymoon -- 7 Thab's
why -~ Well, for zoodness sakes,
lantt 1t clesr Yo you? Do I
have to draw a disgram?

BTANCA
You need a long rest, doean't
he, Doctor?

Doator nods.

(CONTINUED)




DETECTIVE

Mr, Ardsn?
MIiCK
GO &WS.Y »
(he turns
to Blanoa)

Don't you understand? My wife -=-
ne mother of my children -
Ellen Wagstaff ~~

DETECTIVE
Mr., Arden®

HICK
{locks at
nolicsman )
What do you w-

DETECTIVE
Mre. Avden, Ilve got a warrant
for your arrest,

HICK
Arregt? You canlit arrvest me,
Is this Mre. Burlkesttls ldea of
g practlcal Jjoke? What!s the

charge?

DETECTIVE
Blgamy.

’ICX
Huh?g

BIANCA
Bigamy?

DETECTIVE

{taking '

Nickls srm}
Do you mind coming with us, Mr,
Arden?

The two policemen bake Hiek and start dregging him out,
He looks back at Bilanca and yslls,

rNow do you bellavs me?

TASs ke is led swgy =
v NTATNTVER AT
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DIBROLVE IN 110

INT, AUIGMOBILE - DAY -~ (PROCESS)

218 Nick is standing up In car, bored detsctive seated besids
hin, officer driving.

NICK
I don't care what the insurance
COMPANny savs, Iim & lawyer and
T £ell you this is the gravest
ndacarriage of Justlices ==

(pulling
him down)
Belax!

HICK
{struppling)
My filrst wife was declared
legally dead by Judge Walter
Bryson in Suprems Court Part
Three on the 23rd of Uctober
ab 11:138 4,1,

DETECTLVE
Ralax!

NICK
Why dont't you balie me to Judge
Bryson?

DETECTIVE
We will, eventuslly,

NICK
Took hepe ~~- will you sbtop ab
the Pacific Club?

DETECTIVE
Wheat Tor? Want to take a swim?

NICK
I've got to pick up twe important
witnesges, They!ll bear ms outbl
Only Ilve gob to plek them up
right away belore -- Delors -=

DETECTIVE
Before what?

{ CONTINUED} .o
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NICK
Before I do anvthing else,

DETECTIVE
All right, Welll get your
witnsases,

NICK
Well, that helps a little,

TWT T g T LT
DISSCLVE

INTy CCURTROCM -~ DAY

219 With Biancs, Ellen, Nicl and Burkebt zt the Judge fs bench,

NICK
(a3 the Judge 1s
banging the gavel)
If Your Honor please, all I'm
trying to sgy 18 -~

JUDGE

Gulet!

{he »ustles

the briel)
What ars you doing here, anyway?
Bigemy 1s a oriminal offense,
This is a c¢ivil court., What
kind of a lawyer are you? What
achool did you go fo?

NICK
Farverd,

: JUDGE
I'm a Yale man myself,
{loocks ab
Biancsa)
Are you the bride?

BIANCA

Yeg,

JUDGE
Kigsleas? Tt's an annulment,

NICK
If Your Honor please ~-
] . {CONTINUED)




Ml et et e

(turning to

the elark)
Harvard man,

{rustling the

nages of the

brief)
I see nothing wrong with ny
decision, You pregented this
brief, All the evidsnce ig
harea,

(ha rustiles

cver the

vees )
Testhing, What do wou want me
to do =~ reverse mysell? Go
to the Cowrt of Appesls, Thavipe
alwaoys roversing re anyway.

HICK
Your Iionor, I hmve a precedent
for this case, T cite lulllgen
versuz Mulligen-3ensdén in the
City of Tresno, 1879, Youlre
famillar with the case, Your
Honor?

tried it,

NICK
Mulligan versus iullligan-Benson,
in the Uity of Fresno, 1879,

BIANCA
Your lionor, how long do I have
to stay here and listen to this
worm?

NICK
How just a womendt, Bianca,

ELILEN
Go on, tick, tell us whab
haroened, in,Mulﬁ Lpan versus
ﬂu¢1&ﬁanrnenson.

FHICK
Well, Mrs, ¥Mulligan, the first
wife returned after an absence
of conslﬁerable length to find
that har hugband, Mr., Mulligan,
had remarried. Bub lirs,
Mulllgan-Benson, or rather lMrs
Benson~Mulligen, the second
wife —

{COMTINUEDY



. ELLEN
It was 2 sort of Muliigan stew,
{she laughsg)

JUDGE
Quist] TI!ll have no leughter
in this courbtroom. Thnersls
such a thing as conbenpt of
(s8] U.I"t*

ICX
IZ you pleass, Your Honor -
(he stoyps)
What was I saying?

BELLEY
You were up to the gecond wife,
(she Indicatoes
Bianoa}

JULGLE
I warned you onoe, Itll havse no
- more Interruptions,.
(he twns to Wick)
Didnt't they teach you at Harvard
to present your facte in a
logical and orderly manner?

. KICK
I'm trying o, Your Honor. May
I proceed?

JUDGE
I should have adjournsd courd
halfl an hour ago.

NICK
When Nrs, Milligan refurned,
¥ra,Mulligan, the second wife,
immediately sued for sammulnent,
whiech left My, Hulligen free to
remaryy, either Mrs, Mulligen,
the first wife, or Mrs, Mulligan-~
Bengon, the sscond wife,

JUDGE
Well, dont't stand there gawking.
What did he do?

HICK
Well, the case was rather
scomplisated, (GO NTTY UED)
AdD i LI
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JUDEE
How?

NICK
Shortly after the amulment,
My, Mulligen dropped dead of
cirrhosis of the liver,

ELLEH
(Leughing)
And they never did find oub
whether he slepb with his
besrd under the covers on over
the covers,.

JUDGE
{bangs the
gavel)
That's going to cost you
twenty-five dollars,

ELLEHN
Just Lor a aloce old joke?

JUDGE
You heard me == twenty~five
dollarsa,

BELLEH

But Your Honor, Ifm legally
dead, Do you think it's nice
to take money from a corpae?

JUDGE
That 11l cost you twenby~{ive
MOTS,

- NICK

But Yowr Honor, she is legally
dead, You declered Ter legally
dead in this very courtroomn,
Your decision is on file,

JUDCGE
{turne to
the clerk)
Did I do thet?

Clerk nods,

(CONTINUED)



JUDGE {eontlad)
Wiell, I'm going to declave hey
legelly allve, right now, Will
someons sweary shels a live woman?

' BURKETT
I wili, Yeur Honor.

NICK
You can't do that, Youwr Honor,
If shels legally alive, I'm
guilty of bigamy,

JUDGE
{50 the clerk)
Can you make this case out?

Burkett suddenly begins to laugh., Hels gotten the jole,

BURRETT
Mulligan stew! Doy,'thatis a
good onet

JUDGE
{staring ah
Burkett )
Who are you?
NICK

Oh »= uh ~= he was wibth my wife
on the island, IHe'!'s nob
importent in this case,

JUDGE
1111 decide whatts important
in thils case, VWhat igland?

NICK
Oh, the island where my wilfels
been staying for the last zeven
Foal'Ja

JUDGE
They were on the island together
for seyven vears? Is that in
the brief?
{rustles the
papers )

(COFTINUED)
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e Y
No, Your Honor,

The Judge turns to the clerk and whispers into his oar,
indicating Burlcett and Ellen., Clerk laughs., Nick ang@s,

NICK {econttd)
If Youw lonor please =~

BLANCA
rant to zet cub of here befor

exn lode,

P b

JULGE
T should be home mysell, Itd
ilke to tell my vu.fe aooubt thig
sase, She thinks mst of my
cracs ars dull,

NICK
I Your Honpry plegaseg mw
.
JUDGE

%Well, 1%t scoms to me what I
should do is to annul the
second merrisge and then you
can maryy this woman,

{lool:s at Burkett)
I don't know what youlre golng
to do about him,

NIC
"‘Iell T haven!t had time o
think that out, Your Iionor

Ellan reacts,

BIANCA
Your Honor, I Just want to tell
you whet this man has done to
me from the moment he married me,

A3 her vwoice conbinues, Burket? taltes Ellen's arm $o
indicate he wants to ses her olff-scens,

RIANCA {contid}
If he'!d only come Lo me and
t0ld me e

{ COHTIHUED)



CAMERA FOLLOWS Burkebt end Ellen as Nick's voice comes
OVOX, :

NICK!S VCICD
Walt a minute, Blanca, I daig
try to tell you, only, you see ==

INT, CHAMBERS - DAY

220 By this btime Burkett and Ellen are In the interior
chamb ep,
BURKEDT
He hasntt had time to think
1L ovep!
wLLEN

2c0pr Nick,

BUREETT
Ellen, I'm ti® kind of man who
finishes what he sbtarts, I'm
going baok to the island, I
want you to come with ms,.

EILEN
Thank you, Adsm, but I haventt
walited seven years just to give
wp in three days,

BURIETT
Whatts the matter? Am I too
vital for you?

Yes, Adam, T guess thatts 1t,

BURKELT
Youlre just being loyal,’
{he stopa)
And I respeet you for your
loyalty.

Adar, would you do one Phirng
for me? I know I shouldnit
ask you ==

{ O WL IKUED)




Bt bt et R WM el mme s wmaa

BURKETT

Anything,

ELLEN
Itvs got to get him back, Will
you nelp me?

Sure. iHow?

=i

BLIEN
Jugh rapeat that irnvitadtiom in
Tront o Nieslk,

Blencatls volce 1g heard screaming, Ilien and Burkett
atart,

BIMEETT
Whetls that?

INT 4 COURTROOM -~ DAY ~

22 As Burkeit amdl Ellen snier, we see Blance throwing a sum
241 of money down on the bench,

JUDGE
I won't have viclienca In my
coursrooml

BTANCA

Twenty~Ffive dollars snd it was
worth LEl

As Nick, who is bent over, sbraightens himsell up, we see
ha has a handkepchisef to Ais nose., He 13 talking through
it but we ecan't hear the words,

: BIANCA {contb!d)
And all I've gob to say to you
ig that as fapr g5 I'm conoerned
you'lre lemally dead,

{she exits}

RURXETT
Well, Bllen ==
{simulating
his act)
Soe you ab the boat at nine
oTelock,

(CONTINUED), . - &
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241

' JUDGE
Quiet, What boat®

BURKETT
Wetre not interestad in man-made
laws, Therels a law of the
Jumgle, When a man finds hils
mate, he dosa't have to fhink
1t outs Goodbye, Eve, un
ECMOTTOW o

' TLIEN
Goodbye, Adam,

Just o morent,

BURKETT
And 1tts all »ight with me 1f
you hring the klddiest

{he exits)}
JUDGE ~
In all my experienece on the
bench ==
{he picks up
the brief)

I want to study this briel,
I will then render a declslion,

NICK
{through his
handkerchlel)
Yas, Your Honor,

JUDGE
Quist!

ELLEN
No matter what he decides Itm
godng to get a divorce,

JUDGE
Quistt

{ CONTINUED)




241 NICK
(whispering, as
he removes the
hendierchlefl,
holds his head
to the side)
If you think I'm golng to let
vou take the kids to a fevepe
ridden pesthcle with that idiot -~

BELLEHN
(looking at him)
Hold your hesd way bsclk,

She tazkes the handkerchief Irom him, goes to the Judge!s
desk, bakes the water botile which 18 thers and pours
some cold water over the handlrerchlef, The Judge looks
et her amoyed bubt says nothings Ellen, as she gets
back o HNick, applies the handkerchilef to his nose,

FLLEN {(conbtd)
Woll, whatts vour off er?
{ns she holds
the hendirerchief
on his nose) ~

: NICK

Well, I thought you might go
up to the mpuntain nouse with
the kids for awhile until the
gosalp dles down.,

ELLEN
Hold your head way back.

NICK
And T thought Itd go off on ons
of thoge sixty~day oruises to
think this out calmly w=
retionally,

ELIEW
And when you cams back you
might forgive me for not
dArowning?

' NICK
o, 1t isn't that -~

ELTON
Well, L3111 think it over, too,
calnly =~ rationslly ~- only I
don't need sixty days, I can : .
do 1t in sizby minubes. © {CONTINURD) =




Nlck?s nose begins bothering him azain, )

NICK
oh]

ELIEN
Put your head back -~ way, way
baok,

udnets buch, A8 his head falls back,
e watsy bottle which falls over and

it i @
Ehe weter splashes over the brilsf and the Tudgs, The

JUDEE

(holding the

soggy brief)
How do you expeot nme to rsad =
wal briefl? Court's adjourned!

(glares at

Hick)
Hsrverd manl

JEa:

X Ta ARDEN GARAGEWAY — DAY

242 Ellen bmdlss Chinch and Timnmy into the car, lMother snd

L Ry

8
Phillip help with the sulibcases and the bundles

Tk

ELLE
Now in vou #0.

MA
Herels a blanitet if you get cold,

BLLTH
Be careful of that thermos
bottle, Tinmy.

MA
See that Chinch wears her swsater
at night,,.she cabtches cold easily.

DI7, HICK!S HOOM - TAY

243 Kick stands at a bay-window overlooldng the garageway, Hs
sees Lllen and the children preparing to leave, Hs paces
nervously, Thers is a sound of the car motor stsriing,
Ellen and the children can be secen waving goodbye to Ma,
There it i1z, Illen and the children walking oubt on hin,.
Is he 83ill going to bes a stuffed shirt? Determinedly,
Wieck makes up his mind, dashes for nhls closeb, gredbs a
coat, and staris to reach for scmoething,




EXT. ARDEN HOUSE - DAY T

244 LOWNG SEQT - the car starts down the garageway and just
aboult reaches the front when Nick dashes out of the
front door and runs towards it.

Dy
19
wn

MED, SHOT.

e
NIC

Walt a minute ww

X

Rl | i 13 e e ]
Eilen stops Ths car ss Nick runs besgide the car.

T SOYRT
wLLEHE

E e
B
{(bresthless )
You can't drive that car,

SLLEN
I've been practicing on it all
morning. Ib's a 1ot sasler
than that blunderbus we used
to have.

WICH
You haven't got a licensels.s
Do you think I want my wife
arresbed? My kids picked up?

ELLER
Very well, then, 1’11 get a
driver,

NICK

That won't Do necessslFee.
Get Ine...'1ll drive you.

BLLEX
{smiling to

nerself)

T'd rather you didnit.
(s she gebs
into car)

(CONTINUED)



245 (CONTINUED)
NICK
{as he gebs
behind the
wheel)

Hevertheless, I'll drive you,

{atops =--
defiantly)
Whers to?

felre going to the mountsins

ELLEN
Yes, the mounbtaing,

KTCK

Ohtl

EXT. HMOUNTATN HOUIE . EVENTING

3

48

X Car pelli
out, Nick

1T

g uo tc mountaln house. IS
follows.,

ELLEY
(as she opens
tha door; Lo
;x‘j.lCi{,-‘
Thanik you very mach.

NICK
That'ls all right.

She opens the door for the children.

FLLEN
Come on, childrsn,
(ahe stares at
Chinckh who's
asleeo,
Chinciie oo

TIMMY
If she's not eating, she's
Sl@ap in CJ"




247 (CONTINUED)

248 TRUCKING

SHOT =

ELLEN
{pleking her up
in her arms)
Up you go -=

NicK
I'11 taks her.

BELLEK
Oh, noe.s¥e’'ve z0b to learn to
take care of ocurszelves wnile

you're off on your vacation --
(she exits
to house)

-~ thinking.

NICK

I'YY take ths sultcases,

ELLEN
| {from door)
LT you inaist,

Timmy apd Nick wall,

TIMMY
Are you going off on a vacabion,
Daddy?

HICK
That's right.

TINMY
Are you going to Yosemite Falls
again?

NICK
Ko!

- TINMY

You're not going to geb married
agzsin, ares youv

NICK
No il

TINMY

You don't have to get sors,. 1
was just asking.



INT, HALIWNAY - BVENING

A "L

249 As Ellen rmeets him.

ELLEN
You can leave them right there,
thank you. How you run along
and wash up, Timmy,..and wetll
nave sone dinner a3 300n as
Cainch has her nap.

T IMMY
She "1l wake up for dinner.
‘exits into house)

ZLLEY
{turns to Nick)
Well, pood-bye.

NICK
Good~bye .. It111 be sort of

dark going down the mountains
o those hairpin turns.

BLLEN
But you'rs such a good driver.

NICK
Ch, I'm nct worried about that..
I den't think fthere's much {0Z.

ELLEN
There 1lsn't any.

NICK

Nies night.

ELLEN
Ye8.sedovely..s Well, good-Lye.
Tou!ll just have time to make
“your orulse,

NICK
{turning
shortly)
Good-bye,

She gloses the dcor,




EXT, MOUNWAIN HUUSH » ®yisnLiu

LSO

250 As Nick steps into the car, thoughtfully,

251 As he steps on the startsr, he doesn't twmn the key. The
starter whines. It whines some mors. And more. Hs looks
to see the effect, He keeps up the whining. PFinally, the
door opense

252 MED. CLCSE SHOT - Ellen at the door.
Anything wrong?

Worn'tt start!

ELLEN
imoving to car)
Oh, that'sz too bhad.

NICK
Mist be the vattery,.. Gusss
itts Tinishsd,

ELLEN
You surs you Turned the key?

NICK
{whose hand
covers it)
Ignition? Oh, certainiv...

She keeps staring.

NICK {econt'd)
3es? No matter what vou 4o «=
{he fumbles,
car starbs)

SLLEN

Worksi...

{CONTINUED)




252 (CO¥TINUED)

She moves

ELLEN
That's wonderful,..Well, good~bye,

NICX
Good-bye.

0o the house.

KTCK fcont'd}
I could havs cocasteld dovwn.

ELIER
Faslily.

HICK
But L don't have tTo now,

ELLEN
ITsn't that a comfort? Well,
500C0ubye.,

NICK

Gocd=byes.,.Ch, I forgol,

ELLEN
Yes?
NICK
When are you zoing to tell them
that you'lre thelr -- vou know =«
ELLEN

T dontt know...I1t may be a
1ittle 4ifficult. I won't btry
for a little while. I'm afraid,

NICt
Yes. Don't want to shock thoXe..
4% their age, the mind is &
protity sensltive Instrument...
We den't know what it'a aboub’
when we'lpre that young.

ELTEN
But we do know when we grow up,
dontt wa?¥

(CONTINUED)

BN WA
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NICK e
(swallowing 1it)
Sure...with maturity, the mind
can stand anything,
{he stops)
Preactically anything, Good~bys

Kick turnz to the wheel,

ELLEN
Good~byel

Sne turns and goes back up on the porch = turns - looks
beck tvoward Ilck. Nick backs the car in driveway.
Eilen callg from porch.

BLLEY
Ohl You're really goling?

¥ick pulls car back in - the motor making so much nolse
he can't hear her « he calls %o her:

NICK
What'd you say?

Bllen, very dryly, yells back over sound of mobtor:

ELLEN
GOOD-BYEI

Nick yolls wback in the same mamnsr:

NICK
GOOD-BYEL :

And he backs the cay up the driveway agein. Ellsn
turns and goes across the porch and on into the house
through the open door,

INT. LIVING ROOM - ARDEN MOQUNTAIN HOUSE - NIGHT

253 Ellen closes the door after her and pauseg before
the window - looking out after Nick, as the sound
of his car is hesrd golng off down the road,
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2531

2b3e

Timmy and Chinch are seated on the floor before
the fireplace, leoking at some funny papers spread
on the {loor around them, they are both looking
of f toward Ellen,

Chinch reaches c¢ver and btakes ahold of Timmy and in
a low volce guestions him,

CHINCE
If she's ouwr mobther, what'sg
Daddy?

TIMMY

Our fabther,

CHINCH
Are you sure?

TNy
Sure, ¥hat 2lgs could he be?

CHINCH
I don't know. WNobody ever
tells me anything.

They Jock off toward Ellen.

Bllen turna from the window, smiles as she seea the
children, crosses, removing ner coat, togssing it onto
e chair, CANERA PANNING WITH HER to Chinch and Timmy.

BLIEN
What are you two llttle monkaeys
telking about?

Noth ing »

TIMMY
¥othing ~- nothing et all,

Ellen moves on to f{ireplace - locks sround the room and
then to the children,

(CONTIWTED)
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ELLEN :
Ch; I love this placs -- I used
to come up here all the time,

TIMMY
With our mother?

Ellen turns her head quickly toward the children - Pau8es
a moment - slmost tempted to tell them who she is row -
but weakeng and says weaklys

RLLEN
Un huh «- and you're Daddy ==
we used Lo have s lot of fun.

TIMMY
The three of you?

Timmy and Chinch exchange a looks Ellen has locked away

b - now she looks back at them - again tempted to Lresk
the news - but shs can't qulte stegel herself to do it
ROwW, .
BLLEN
Well -~ uh huh we
{she bends

ovey to them)
What do you went for your
dinner?

CHINCH
Was our mother s good cook?

Ellen astralightens up.

BLLEN

Yes -- she was 30rta g00d -«
your Daddy always liked her
cooking «-

(again she evades

the issue, changing

the subject)
1111 just fix you scmething light,

And shs moves away from the fireplace, starting toward
the dining corner. Timmy and Chinch exchange looks =-
and as Timmy cslls to stop Ellen =-- he rilses,

{CONTINUED)
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TIMMY
Oh, by the way w-

Bllen stops - twmnse toward the children, Timmy stands
removing his coat sweater as he talks.

TIMMY (cont'd}
~= wag our mother good-lookint?

Ellen reacts and then starts to try to snswer Timmy,

ELLEN
Well, most people -« un, that is,
some people thought -~ Oh, I don't
HNow ==

The c¢hildren exchange loocks and nod durling Zllents

stalling answer -~ then Tlmmy gees on, as he sbtands
folding up his sweater.

L.

TIMMY
Well, I juat thought I'd ask ~-

you see¢, we don't know very much
sbout her,

And hs throwse hls swester onbto the div%n.

ELLEN

Listen =~

{(ghe sits - as she

makes up her mind she

wlll now tell the

children who she l1s)
-~ guppose your mother didn't
drown -- supposs she came back ~-?

T IMMY
You mean iike & miracle?

ELILEN
Uh huh -- suppose she were
right here in thig ==

At this point Chinch can no longer control herself
and she gilggles, Timmy glves her a look and gestures
for her to keep still, Ellen reacts -- realizes now
that they alrsady know ~- rlses ~-

{CONTINUED)
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ELLEN {cont'd}
Look here -~ you know, donts
you?

TIMMY
3ure ww

Chinch nods -- rises to hsr feet =~ they both stand
looking %o Ellen, very embarressed now, Ellen is also
at a8 loss for the momen®.

ELIEN
Wel 3_ ™

Timmy steps up to her, holds out his hand, Ellen shakes
hands with him,

T INMY
How do you do, Mother.

- ELLEN
How do you do.

Timmy ateps back beslde Chinch. Chinch curtsiss,

CHINCH
How do gyou d0.

Ellen stands locking at the children, tears in her eyes,.

_ ELLEN
Well, don't you think it's about
time somebody ought to start
kissing somebody?

Timmy, embarrassed, gestures with head for Chineh to

be the one. Chinch moves to Ellen. Ellen sits, taking
hold of Chinch, kisses her and then draws her onto her
lap and holds her cloas,

ELLEN (cont'd)
Oh Chinch -« gh darling - darling «w

Timmy sbands turned away, bub glances back over his
shoulder at them, then turns and goes to theme. Tlmmy
throws hils arms ebout Ellen and she pubts one arm sboutb

him w= they kiss, : _
' {CONTINURD)
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T:jl-.' ELZ’.E}E
Tirmmyi

She holds them both clese and we can hear her ssying w-

ELLEN {contftd)
How ¢id you find cut «- go on tell
e -~ COME ON -~

Just then the docr is hesrd to open and they all look
of f toward it.

Nick has Just entered, his coat collar still turned up,
he looks toward Ellen and the children:

NICK
I had a flatl

He closes the door behind him,

The chilidren and Ellen get to thelr feet as they all
speak: b

TIMMY ~CHINCH~BELLEN
Daddy! Hello, Dadl!  Hellol

Nick, at door - sxplains:

NICK
I was going along -- and =-
{gestures with nolse)
= p~88388t =« The ailr went right
out ¢f the tire.

Ellen throws him 3 look « then she starts ushering the
children toward the stalrs,

ELLEYN
Come on, children ~- upstalrs --

TIMMY
Why?

ZLLEN
You've got To nmind me now,
you Know,

(CONTINUED)
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TIMMY
Oh yean ~=- T forgot,.

And ap Chineh, followed by Timmy, starts up the stairs,
Ellen calls after them, CAMERA PANNING ON the children,

ELLEN 'S VOICE
Go on -~ wash up -- I'll
call you when dinner's ready,

Chinch and Pimmy stop on landing end call down to Nick
avsy railing,

CHINCH
Why don't vyou stay for
dinner, Dsddy?

Nisk locks from the chlldren to Ellen, hopefully.

= Ty
Yeah, then we can zll try
out Mother's cooking,.

With & gesturs of his thumd towerd Ellen, lauvghing «
Chinch and Timmy run on up the stalrs cubt of scens,
Nick reacts to this information and runsg to Ellen.

WICK
You told them == huh?

ELLEN
Uh huhe

NICK
Oh that's great -- you know
I was wondering --

Ellen looks him in the eye and pulls him back to hisg
sxplanstion and excuses for coming back.

BELLEN
Wwhat about the spare tires?

{CONTINUED}
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2534

2538

NICK
Tl e
{stalling)
w= no alr in tem{

BLLEN
Do you want to phone the garage?

NICK
Cantt -=- the wires are down ==
and you ses there's besn a
landslide, The road iz tlocked --
probavly won't be able to use the
phone wbil morning.

The telsphone rings ot this moment, - Ellen and Nick
both lock towsrd the phone -- Ellen locks back at Nlek,

NICK (cont'd)
Fixed, -

S

iien glves him 2 little look and then crossesg to the
telephone - plcks it up and answers 1it,

ELLEY
{into phone}
Hallo,

INT, LOWER HALLWAY - ARDEN HOME - NIGHT

CLOSE SHOT - Ma at the telephone.

MA
{into phone)
Ellen, I have some good nsws
for you,.

INT. LIVING ROON - ARDEN MOUNTAIN HOUSKE - NIGHY

CLCSE SHOT - Ellen at the telephone.

ELIEN
{into phone)
Yes?
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253¢

£53g

INT. LOWER EALIWAY - ARDE)N HOME - NIGHT

CLOSE SHOT - Ma at the tolophons.

MA

(into phone)
Thers was a call from Judge
Brysont!s offlces They sald that
Nicky!s amiulment has been filed
and that youlve been declared ’
legally alive and you owe him
Pifty dollars,

{pauss)
S0 you and Wick are husband znd
wife agalin and you can just pick
up where you left offl, How
does 1t feel te be allve, darling”?

INT. LIVING ROOM - ARTEN MOUNTAIN HOUSE- NIGHT

FULL 3HOT - Zllen at the telephone.

ELLEN
{into phons)
Wondarful -~ goodbyel

Ellen hengs up the recelver, Nick, watching, very
uncorfortable , Inguires:

HICK
Who was that?

ELLEN
They just phoned to szy, the
road 1s opens,

She puts the phons down on the end table, and shtarts
crossing towerd dining corner, Nick stands watching
her «- now openly fencing with her -- as he btrlies Lo
think up new excuses for remaining,

HICK
Oh, well, it's no use., I'm
out of gzas,

He crosses toward Ellen. FEllen at the sideboard, has
picksd up plates and as she moves to the table with Them.

{CONTINUED)
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_ ELLEN
You seenm to be oul of svervth
but idsas, yehing

She starbs placing the plates on the taeble, Nick stands
near the railing of stalrway,

NICK
{persuasively)
May T stay?

Ellen still setting the table,

_ ELLEN
Sure ~- you can stay for dinrer.

She f{inishes placing the plates on the table,

NICK
Thanks -- I always slsep well ‘»
up here.

ELLEN

Let's g8 ~~ I wondser whoere e
the children have thsalr room, and
(has piloked up
thermos botile
from table)
=< OUIr IOOn DOCconmes my rooi ww
locks like you draw the attle,

) NICK
Attied
ELLEN
It's perfect for thinking things
oub,

And she exits toward the kitchen, Nlck stands alone,
perplexed, hand to chin - his eyes go up toward the
abtlc ==

DISSOLVE OUT
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DLSSOLVE LN o

INT. ATTIC « NLGHT

Nick 1s slipping on the coat of hisg psjamas, He suddenily
whirls as something scrapes his neck., He discovers {t'gy
whiskers and CAMERA MOVES to Santa Claus suilt, Xmes bres
decorations, skl suits and other paraphernalla generally
found in & storercom. He climbs into the hed, It

cregks viclously, and 8 spring does something to his
back. Finally he sits upe Hls mind is made up. He
gbarts climbing down the stairs.

INT, LANDING - NIGHT

As he sli
bruised ©

¥noecks.

“NT. BLLEN'S BEDROOM - NIGHT

4
i
Ler)
-2

ELLEN (cont'd)
What's wrong?

{still tryin
Are you hunpry?

Ho ~= I thought mayhke you were
nhungry .

£
¥o, I'm not.
NICK

Well, then, zood plght -e

She turns out the light before he sxlts. He closes the
door and snaps hisz fingers, dlsgustedly.

i



iNT, DOOR ~ NIGHT

144

257 Ag he stopes, Then he mak%es his way to attic stairsg,
INT, ATTIC - NiGHT

258 He gets into bed. He springs up == for the spring has
got him tnis time., Now he fishes arocund and comes up
with a fai brown legel envelope that was in his cost,
He makes his way zack azain,
INT. ELLEN'Z EEDROOL ~ HLOnW

259 A Hick knocks. HNo answer. He opens the doeor carsefully.

INT., BEIIZN'S BEDROOM -~ NIGET

¥ED, CLOSE
cry of fri

SHOT -
ht

o
g

NICK
Oh ~= It'm sorry,
to frighten you.

BLLER
What do you want?

MNICK

(feelling
1is back)
Terrible couch up tihers

ELIZN

Ellen watching him.
. She puts up the light.

She feigns a

I d1dn't mean

liow you know how your guests

faecl,

HiCK
{he looks at
the empty

twir bed)
I'11 have 1t thrown out
the morning.. Are you

comfortabvle?
RLLEY
Ve I’:}y *

in

{CONTINUED}
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HICK
You look comfortable,

ELLEN

T3
e

Tharnk youe.

NICK
You look ~- beaubiful,

LLLEY

NIiCx
{(moving to her]

Ch, what's Tthe uge, Ellen?
You know the way 1 feel ..
I can think from now to

Doomsday. I'm stucks. I cdon'd
care what happened. I don't
sars what veopls say, I was
always mad  aboub you, and
always will be.

{drawing

COvEers un ovay

her; sitting

ur primly )}
Why, Mr. frden ... You haven't
had time to think this cut - -
calmly, rationally.

NICK
T dont't have ©o think 1t outa.

ELLIER
Bo, you g0 on your crulse «--

skl
) \‘}.bl\.
Tt rint ooino o shav swavw
LM onochy wO__l".b (R W c..‘;\‘,'l}
from you sixfy days ~-—

{CCNTINUED)
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CAMERA
moves

ELILEXY

{counts)

Sixty days . tiow let me gee ,.
De
twenty~four .. Just sbout Xras
I'm sorry Nick, but

time,
you'll just have to coms

CoL :
and tell me shout it

days

Xmas.

Welll have a

cembar «. twenty«thrse .,

in giz
lovely

bacic
Ty

NICH
avr ]
RELLEW
That's what Timmy always says --
Aw +.» Bubt you'll ]uqt have to
wait, Nlek, Good night.
NICK
{shiortly)
Good night.
{he slams
the door.
REEATNS on Ellens., She 1z sniling. Then
to turn off the light. Darkness.
DISSOLVE
(TAG T0 Y WRITTEK;
FADE OUT





